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St. CLEMENT'S and St. JREN &- 
us’s Vindication of the Apoftolical 
Confticuitions, from feveral Objeétions 
made againjt them, &c. 


T is well known among the truly learned and 

careful Enquirers into Primitive Chriftianity, 

that the Conftitutions of the Apottles, even 

as we have them at prefent, do certainly con- 

tain, for the main, faithful and authentick Ac- 
counts of the Baptifmal Creed, the Worfhip, the 
Difcipline, the Rules, and the Liturgies of the firit 
Ages of the Gofpel ; this in general is fo evident in 
all Chriftian Antiquity, as to be plainly undeniable. 
But then the Pretences which are made for not ad- 
mitting this for a Sacred Book of the New Tefta- 
ment, as.it claims to be, and for not reteiving it 
accordingly ; or the Excufes made by the Learned 
for their continuance, under the prefent Ecclefiafti- 
cal Settlements, even in contradiétion to the Laws 
and Rules therein contain’d, are, I think, chiefly 
thefe four. 


I. ’Tis pretended that the Original Contftitutions 
are themfelves long fince loft 5 and that thefe Books, 
now extant, were only compos’d from thofe Ori- 
ginal Conttitutions by fome Ariav in_later Ages; 
who has alfo, as is fuppos’d, in feveral Points alter'd 
and interpolated the fame. 

Il. That there are fo many Ceremonies and Ri- 
tual Obfervances appointed in thefe Conftitutions, 
and fo great a Strefs is laid upon things of an in- 
different Nature therein, as is difagreeable to good 


Senfe, to Natural Religion, to Chriftian Libertys 
A 2 and 
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and to the Contents of the. known Books of thé 
New Teftament , and tend to a revival of a fort of 
Fudaifim in the Church. 

III. That the Rules, Precepts, and Orders there- 
in contain’d, were not any real and perpetual Laws 
of Chrift himfelf, but were only Apoftolical Ap- 
pointments and Direétions for thofe firft Times, or 
for particular Churches under their Care. That 
they were accordingly left, as mutable in their own 
nature, tothe Alteration and Improvement of the 
feveral Churches afterwards, according as Prudence 
fhould direé&t, and the variation of Circumftances 
fhould require. 

IV. That however, the Authority of fuch Con- 
{titutions cannot be at all equal to that of the Laws 
in the known Books of the. New Teftament; be- 
caufe they do not appear to have been originally de- 
liver’d in Writing, and contain’d in Books, but were 
rather left toOral Tradition, and that therefore we 
are not now oblig’d by fuch uncertain Conftitutions, 


Thefe I take to be the principal Pretences that 
are, or can poflibly be made againit the facred 


. Authority and immediate Reception of thefe Con- 


ititutions ; and they are fuch as ought to be con- 
fider’d by me, who do ftill fo fully and: openly | 
infift on the Authority of thefe Books, and fo ear- 
neftly exhort the prefent Churches to fubmit them- 
felves to them, and be govern’d by them. 

But the Reader is defir’d to Obferve, before I pro- 
ceed farther, that Ido therefore make no diftinét Re- 


Pretended Ply here to Dr, Smallbroke’s Arguments agaimft thefe 
Authority Conftitutions, becaufe I take almoft every one of 


of the C 
mentine 


' them to be real Arguments for them, with the more 


Conftiruti- judicious; “tho they are fitted to make-a fhew to the 
ons, confu- contrary, with the weaker part of Mankind. The Ar- 


ted, 


guments he brings, do not only fhew, indeed, that the 
Notions, and Language,and Expofitions in that Book, 
do not favour the Notions, and Language, and Expo- 
tions of the _Athanafians; which is very true, and very 
much to their Reputation that they do not agree 
with them; but alfo that there are in them fome 


appa 
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apparent varieties or difagreements in feveral finaller 
Circumitances, from the parallel Accounts in the 
known Books of the New Teftament, efpecially as 
both now ftand in our Copies: while for the main, 
they intirely agree not only with them, but with 
all the other original and authentick Accounts of 
the fame alfo. Now I affirm, that thefe are the 
plain Characters peculiar to the original and genuine 
Records of Chriftianity, and at leaft equally true 
of the four Gofpels, and the reft of our prefent 
Canonical Books compar’d one with another, as of 
the Conftitutions compar’d with any, or all of 
them ; and that fuch Charaéters. very rarely, or 
never agree to later {purious Writings ; which be- 
ing almoit always wholly deriv’d from the pre 
fent Books, do very feldom fo much as feem to 
differ from them in any fuch finaller Circumftances 
whatfoever. And I believe, that in cafe fuch Va- 
riations were wanting in thefe Conftitutions, the 
struly Learned would have thence much ftronger 
Arguments againft them: So that I think it almoft 
a needlefs Task to anfwer Dr. Swallbroke more par- 
ticularly in this matter. 


1, But then as to the Firft of the beforemention’d 
Pretences, infilted on by Dr. Grabe and others, viz. 
that the prefent eight Books of the Apoftolical Con- 
{titutions are a Compofition of an Arian, about 
the fourth Century ; and only put together by him 
from thofe antienter Conftitutions and Didafcalies ; 
and even that the {mall Fragments {till remaining 
in the Manu(cripts, efpecially relating to the eighth 
Book, were rather themfelves the Originals, and the 
Conititutions now extant were deriy’d from them, 
and not the contrary : it is fo weak and injudicious 
an Hypothelis ; has fo little Foundation in point of 
Reafon 5 is fo intirely deftitute of all Support from 
antient Teftimonies 5 is fo reproachful to the an- 
tient Church and Chriftianity, as if the Chriftians 
fo early dropt fuch important Originals, and only 
preferv’d a {purious std heretical Compofure from 
them ; is fo impraéticable in it felf) that an _Arian 
! Collec- 
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Colle&tion fhould prevail every where among the 
Athanafians, and oblige them to quit their more 
authentick and uncorrupt Records for it; fo im- 
poffible in Faét, that fuch important Remains of 
the Apoftolical Age fhould perifh out of the Hands 
of Chriftians, and fpurious or grofly interpolated 
Records obtain in their oom, without the leaft 
mention in all Antiquity, either of the Lofs of the 
one, or of the Recéption of the other , fo con- 
trary to all the internal Characters of both forts, 
which plainly fhew the prefent Books to be the 
Originals, and the other to be latet Extraéts; nay, 
very mean and interpolated Extraéts from them ; 
fo oppofite to all the titily antient Citations and 
Allufions, which all along confirm the prefent Con- 
ftitutions, as to their principal Branches, and difs 
cover the fpurious Nature and grofs Interpolations 
of thofe later Extraéts: It is alfo fo recent and 
novel a Pretence, fuch as was never heard of till the _ 
prefent Age, and that without any new Evidence ~ 
to fupport it; that Ido not perceive there is any 
occafion for the more particular Confutation of its 
Leaving therefore this precarious and groundlefs 
Hypothefis, as not worthy of a more ferious An- 
{wer, I proceed direétly to the other three Preten- 
ces; which I own not to be fo utterly without 
Foundation, but that they may deferve a particu- 
lar Reply 5 efpecially confidering how many Preju- 
dices all Parties of Chriftians are under, and how 
few of the Learned themfelves are difengag’d from 
the Influence of thofe worldly Motives that ufually 
go along with eftablifh’d Settlements in matters of 
Religion. 


Il. It is pretended then, that there are fo many 
Ceremonies and Ritual Obfervances appointed in 
thefe Conftitutions, and fo great a Strefs is laid 
upon things of an indifferent nature therein, as is 
difagreeable to good Senfe, to natural Religion, to 
Chriftian Liberty, and to the Contents of the 
known Books of the New Teftament; and tend 
to a revival of a fort of Fudaifm in the ee 

Ow 
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‘Now: as to this Allegation I venture to reply, that 
it is direétly falfe, and that the main Defign of the 
Conftitutions is every where the fame with that 
of Natural Religion, and of the known Books of 
the New Teftament; I mean, the Support of the 
Laws of Nature and Reafon , the implanting in- 
‘ward Humility, Piety, Juftice, and Charity in the 
‘Minds of Men; ‘the difcouraging all Pretences to 
God’s Favour, by any bare outward Rites or Cere- 
monies whatfoever ; the banithing and reftraining 
ali:the corrupt Inclinations and Vices. of Human 
Nature; the keeping the Church pure and holy 
by a ftri&, but not too rigorous Difcipline ; the 
directing Chriftians to ‘the moft perfect, devout, 
rational, {piritual, and acceptable manner of Divine 
Worthip , the'due Performance of the moft folemn 
Inftitutions of Chriftianity, fuch as Baptifm and the 
Lord’s Supper ‘with the proper Directions for the 
important Qualifications, Ordination, and'Fun@tions 
of the Chriftian Clergy; the prevention of thofe 
Dangers that conftantly arife from the want of ne- 
ceflary, fixed, and authentick Rules, as to the Times, 
and Places, and’Perfons, and Forms of facred Mi- 
niftrations ; the fettling what are the Fundamental 
Dottrines of Chriftianity, to be profefs’d by all 
that are admitted to Baptifm and the Eucharift 5 
and leaving all other lefs important Notions to every 
one’s own Enquiries, without the leaft Breach of 
Chriftian Communion or Affeétion, The Security 
of Church-Governours, and Eafe of the People that 
are governed, by diftin@tly fetting down their feve- 
ral Boundaries and Duties; and providing Punith- 
ments proper for all Difobedience on either fide, 
without the Encouragement of any thing like Ty- 
ranny, Revenge, worldly Dominion, or Perfecu- 
tion.» The inculcating, by all the ways poflible, 
Chriftian Love, and Charity, and Obedience to 
the Civil Magiftrate, with mutual Forbearance and 
Condefcenfion in doubtful matters; and the full 
Information of every Chriftian in the Particulars of 
his Duty of all forts, both from the Laws of Na- 
ture and Revelation, in the plaineft and yet moft 


affect. 
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affe€ting manner poflible. .So that the feveralARi- 
tual Rules or Orders that are made: therein,:are fo 
far from what, this ObjeCtion .infinuates, that they 
are, confidering the -State. of, the former, Jems 
Church, whereon the Chriftian. was foundéd, -bist 
few in Number 5 are fo alter’d and .improyidyas to 
ferve excellently to the purpofes.of real and) iriward 
Virtue and Holinefs, and to: the. wexfhipping GadNz 
Spirit and im, Truth, as well.as to the, promotiar 
Peace and Happinels among, Men; and almoftall 
thofe Rules and Laws are. occafionally,. eitherimén- 
tion’d or alluded to in the feyeralfacred Books. df 
the New Teftament : . thofe 1 mean-chiefly; which 
contain Accounts of any of the Charches after they 
were fully fettled by the Apoftles, before.their Death. 
This is my ‘Defence, and thefe are, my; Anfwers\t0 
the prefent Argument, againit -the:Authonity! cof 
thefe Conftitutions, ‘And tho, itis not, afyeinved- 
tion here, to‘prove all the Particulars of .whichrit 
confilts, whici' the ferious. perufal, of the) Bookiat 
felf, and of what T have formerly..written aboutif, 
will make unneceffary ; yet to, let. the-honeft Riea 
der fee how. far the main of this Objeétionsisi ftom 
being well grounded, or ‘how. far.the Apoftolical 
Conftitutions are from laying a,.great. StrefS upon 
Ceremonial Obfetvances, [-dhall here produce fone 
remarkable Paflages out of the, Book it. felf;/ they 
being indetd’ ‘excellent Prefervatives. iagainft+ that 
dangerous and fatal Notion Which. unfinceré) Prob 
feffors of Religion are fo ready. to fall into, mean, 
that God may, be. appeas‘d. by: outward.-Geremo- 
nies, and ‘Sacrifices, and Obedience in meré Ri 
tual Obfervances, without inward -Holinefs:-and 
Purity, without Juftice, Piety, and Charity. And 
{ heartily wifh, that all who now call-themfelves 
Chriftians, would lay them to,Hedrt; and amend 
their own and their feveral-Churches Pra@tices:ac> 
cordingly. ' 
‘ We recommend to you Titus, and Lyke, and 
© Fafon, and Lucius, and Sofipater.. By -whonr.alfo 
* we exhort you in the Lord, to. abftain from your 
* old Converfation, vain Bonds, Separations, Ob- 
© fervances, 
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€ fervances, Diftin@tion of Meats, and daily Wath- 


“ings: for Old things are paffed amay, behold aff 2Cor.v.17! 


© things are become New. 


For fincé we have known.God through Jefusc. rg. 


Chrift, and all his Difpenfation, as it has been 
from the Beginning, that he gave a plain Law to 
affift the Law of Nature; fuch an one asis pure, 
faving, and holy, in which his own Name was in- 
{crib’d 5 _perfeét, which is never to fail, being com- 
pleat in Ten Commands, unfpotted, converting 
Souls; which when the Hebrems forgot, he put 
them ‘in mind of it by the Prophet Addlach:, fay- 
ing, Remember ye the Law of Moles, the ALan of 
God, who gave you in charge Commanaments and Or- 
dinances 5 


Now the Law is the Decalogue, which the Lordc. 20: 


promulgated to them with an andible Voice, be- 
fore the People made, that Calf which reprefented 
the Egyptian Apis. And the Law is righteous; and 
therefore it is called the Law, becaufe Judgments 
are thence made according to the Law of Nature. 
This Law is Good, Holy, and fuch as lays no 


Compulfion in things Pofitive, for He fays, Jf thoy Exod. xi] 


wilt make. mean Altar, thou fhalt make 1 of Earth.** 
It does not fay, Atake one, but, Jf thou wilt make, 
It does not impofe. a Neceffity, but gives leave for 
their own free Liberty: For God does not ftand 
in. need of Sacrifices, being by Nature above all 
Want. But knowing that as of old Abel, beloved 
of God, and Noah, and Abraham, and thofe that 
fucceeded, without being requir’d, but only mov’d 
of themfelves, by the Law of Nature, did offer Sa- 
crifices to God, out of a grateful Mind, fo he did 
now permit the Hebrews, not commanding, but, if 
they had a mind, permitting them; and, if they 
offer’d ffom a right Intention, fhewing himéelf 
pleas’d with their Sacrifices. Therefore he fays, If 


thou defireft to offer, do not offer to me as one that pm. y 


Stands in need of ut for I ftand im need of nothing : 
for the World is mine, and the Fulnefs thereof. But, 
after the Sin of the Golden Calf, then was God 
angry, as being ungratefully treated by them, and 

B bound 


( 10 ) 


sound thern with Bonds which could not Be loofed - 
with 2 mortifying Burden, and a hard Collar, &c. 
———that being prefs’d and gall’d by thy Collar, 


\ 

LY 

5 
ON 


#, and laying afide that, Thefe are thy Gods, O (frael, 


4 t be dful of that, Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord 
+ our G one Lord: and mayft run back again 

to that Law which is inferted by me in the Nature 

of all Men; that there is only One God, in Hea- 


ven, and on Earth; and to love him with all thy 


Heart, and all thy Might, and all thy Mind, and 
to fear none but him, ¢&c.—— 
c __ but, Bleffed are your Eyes, for they fee, and your 
eR XE Ears, for they hear: Yours, 1 fay, who have be- 


J "tem J 

liev’d in the One God, not by Neceffity, but by a 

found Underftanding, in obedience to Him that 

called you, for you are releafed from the Bonds, 
eed from the Servitude —— 

C. 22. You therefore are bleffed, who are delivered from 
the Curfe, For Chrift, the Son of God, by his 
coming, has confirm’d and compleated the Law; 
but has taken away the additional Precepts; altho 
not all of them, yetat leaft the moft grievous ones: 
having confirm’d the former, and abolifh’d the lat- 

er; and has again fet the free Will of Men at li- 
berty : And befides, before his coming he re- 
fus’d the Sacrifices of the People, while they fre- 
quently offer’d them when they finned againft him, 
and thought he was to be appeafed with Sacrifices, 
but not by Repentance, &c. (Here follow 

1any excellent Quotations to this purpofe out of 
the Old Teftament ; and then the Cuattitations gO 
on:] If therefore before his coming, he fought for 

Pfal.l, 12, 2 clean Heart and a contrite Spirit, more than Sacri- 

9. fices, &c. Not taking away thé Lawef Nature, 
but abrogating thofe additional Laws, @c. 

C. 23. For he did not take away the Law of Nature, 
but confirn’d it, For he that faid in the Law, 

Deut. vi, 4.The Lord thy God is one Lord; the fame fays in the 

John xvii. Gofpel, That they might know thee the only true 

Uavexix.1g.004.. And he that faid, Thou fhalt love thy ee 

our 
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bour as thy felf; fays in the Gofpel, renewing the 


ame Precept, 4 mew Commandment I give untoJo x. 


you, that ye love one another, He who then forbad’™ 
Murder, does i °v forbid cauflefs Anger. He that 
forbad Adultery, does now forbid al unlawful Lufts, 
He that forbad ftealing, now pronounces him moft 
happy who fupplies thofe that are in want out of his 
awn Labours. He that forbad Hatred, now pro- 
nounces him bleffed that loves his Enemies. We that 
forbad Revenge, now commands Long-fuffering 5 not 
as if juft Revenge were an unrighteous thing, but 
becanle Long-fuffering is more excellent. _ Nor did he 
make Laws to root out our natural Paflions, but 
only to forbid the Excefs of them, cc. He 
has in. feveral ways changed Baptifm, Sacrifice, the 
Priefthood, and the Divine Service, which was con- 
fin'd to one place : For inftead of daily Baptifms, he 
has given only ove, which is that cto hw Death, 
Inftead of ove Tribe, he has appointed that out of 
every Nation, the Beft fhould be ordained for the 
Priefthood; .and that not their Bodies fhould be 
examin’d for Blemifhes, but their Religion aud Lives. 
Inftead of a bloody Sacrifice, he has appointed that 
reafonable and unblaody myftical one, of his Body 
and Blood, which is performed to reprefent the 
Death of the Lord by Symbols, @c.—— 

Let us therefore follow Chrift, that we may in- 
herit his Bleflings. Let us walk after the Law, and 
the Prophets, by the Gofpel, cc. 


Let us be obedient to Chrift, as to our King 5 as©. 2s. 


having Authority to change the feveral Conititu- 
tions; and having, asa Legiflator, Wifdom to make 
new Con{titutions, in different Circumftances : yet 
fo that every where the Laws of Nature be immu- 
tably preferv'd. 

Thefe Paragraphs, taken out of the Apoftolical 
Conftitutions, tho fomewhat long, after all my 
Omifions, are fo right, fo exprefS, and fo fatisfac- 
torily in this cafe, that I could not avoid tran- 
{cribing them here ; as efteeming them-to bea full, 


and clear, and authentick Vindication of thefe Contti- 
| : B 2 tutions, 


Phil, iv. 3. 


Ad Corinth, 
Se&, 40. 
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tutions, from the prefent Imputation.. It is pre- 
tended however, 


Il], That the Rules, Precepts, and Orders con- 
tain’d in the Conftitutions of the ohare were 
not any real or perpetual Laws of Chrift himfelf, 
but only Apoftolical Appointments and Directions 
for thofe firft Times, or. for particular Churches 
under their Care, And that they were left as mu- 
table in their own Nature, to the Alteration and 
Improvement .of .the feveral Churches afterwards, 
according as Prudence fhould direét, and the Varia- 
tion of Circumiftances fhould require. 

Now in order to give a full Anfwer to this Pre- 
tence, I fhall beg leave to produce a moft authen- 
tick Witnefs or Record to the contrary; I mean, 
the known Epiftle of the Church of Rome, or of 
Clement its Bifhop, to the Corinthians , of that very 
Clement, whole Name, St. Paul tells us, was in the 
Book of Life and by whofe Hand and Atteitation 
all the eight Books of the Apoftolical Conftitu- 
tions are in all the Manulfcripts recommended to 
the Churches, as really Canonical Books of the 
New Teftament. And I the rather produce this 
Record in this place, becaufe it is undoubted, plain, 
and certain ; and becaufe I have not elfewhere fully 
and exprefly enough infifted on it for this purpofe. 
Clement’s words are thefe : 


Greek. Englifh. 


TlesdiAwy sy nuly opTmr 
7 > > 
T8TOV, 1 elueruootes b15 TH 
4 5 1 “y sf 
Babu? Seiag yroosws, way- 
U a > U 
Th Thee aolEly aDELAoMW, 
2 ey a > 
OI 0 SYOMOTNS STITEAGY SkE~ 
Acuow xdle zaseds teTeJ- 
wpvss midle wesoooeas 1% 
Ad]seyus bh] eadabas, xy ti, 
éitiis i arixiws [extacvor | 
yiverbat, war weauWoss 
HLICOS Wy WERS, AB Thy Hy 
Sse Tivey tmTmradobas Sra 
BUTS 


Since then thefe things 
are very evident to us,and 
we have been admitted 
to look into the Depths 
of Divine Knowledg, we 
ought to do all thofe 
things by Rule, which the 
Lord has commanded to 
be done. He has com- 
manded, that the Obla- 
tions and Divine Service 
fhould be perform’d at 

the 


(1 
2 4 ef & @ VA 
auTs weucw Ti UmeTATH 
bute Berhoes? ty? sotws atv ye, 
v] > > , > r 

inoue ev euddunioe eumesc~ 
Sele: 4m 1) Seanuadle duis. 
‘O1 Sy roIs § messerafuddors 
xalesis wolves Tas wegTQo- 
Cas dvr, tumesodexilot ve 
1 poancberoe® mels Yar Vo 
piuos 7s deowoTs bnoas- 
O8y]e5 & Aapecrdveoy. To 
WD deyiece? tas AerTupyias 
Sedyusvat ioe’ x, Tis kegev- 
ov iG 6 rerG wesserax- 
cet HX) Aguires 1Dtae dlwxo- 
viet Stk Tele 
avlowm@- rots AatKors wes- 
cufucos Sed erate 
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the.Seafons Ordained,and 
not at all Adventures, 
and without Order; but 
at the Seafons and Times 
[or Hours} Determined. 


He has alfo Determined, 


by his fupreme Will, 
Where, and By whom, 
thefe Offices fhould be 
performed; that fo all 
thefe Miniftrations being 
done after an holy man- 
ner, and according to his 
good Pleafure, may be 
agreeable to his Will, 
Thofe. therefore who 
make their Oblations at 
the Times appointed, are 


acceptable and bleffed : for by following the Laws 


of the Lord, they avoid Sin. 


For there are peculiar 


Offices allotted to the High Prieft: A peculiar 
Place is ordained for the Priefts; and peculiar low- 
er Miniftrations are appropriated to the Levites - 
The Lay-Man is bound by the Precepts which be- 


long to the Laity. 
"BuasG- vuov, ad ergot, 
ew te tdi raSudle euxcer 
stimw Oca, ty cyalid ouves- 
Sire Vardexav’ pi Waeeke 
Calvav & wesupoy F Acilse- 
yias duTs Kavova, ey ceuyo- 
che. "Ou mavens, ed ergot, 
aesogecv las Suctas er ere 
sos ih EUKOY, aes cb eete- 
Thess x) WAnedrtas, LAA’ 
ey ‘Tepuouaiys ova’ Kaket 4, 
Le ey exty]h WITH wesToere- 
mul, GAA Bumegoey 7 vas, 
megs 7 SuTtasnery, Lmeeoo- 
xomider 7 weorgees uwoy dict 
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- Brethren, let every one Se@. 41. 


of you give Thanks to 
God, for celebrate the 
Eucharift] in his proper 
Rank, and with a good 
Confcience, decently,and 
without tranfgrefling the 
Determinate Rule of his 
Miniftration. Sacrifices, 
Brethren, are not offer’d 
every where, I mean, the 
daily Sacrifice, the Vows, 
the Sin and Trefpafs-Of- 
ferings, but only at Feru- 
falem and even there the 
Oblation is made not in 
every place neither, but 

before 


\ ay in ? 3 
70 xgSunoy & Burnouwe curs 
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therefore that ‘do 
able to his Will, have 
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before the Temple,and at 
the Altar ; when what is 
offered has been view’d, 
as to its Blemifhes, by 
the High Prieft, and the” 
foremention’d  fubordi- 
nate. Minifters, They 


any thing otherwife than is agree- 


Death allotted for their 


Punifhment. Confider, Brethren, the greater Know- 


ledg we are vouchfaf’d, 
we incur, 

‘OF cirrosoaor mtv Ever 
yertcbnony awd F  xvers 
"Ings Xeoss* “Inoss 6 Xeuvs 
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the greater Danger. fhall 


The Apoftles preach’d 
the Gofpel to us from 
the Lord Jefus Chrift : 
Jefus Chrift from-God. 
Chrift therefore was fent 
from God, and the Apo- 
files from Chrift, fothat: 
both Difpenfations were 
agreeable to Order, ace 
cording to God’s Will, 

—The Apoftles there- 
fore, when they preach’d 
thro the feveral Coun- 
tries and Cities, appoint- 
ed their firft Fruits, when 
they had proved them 
by the Spirit, as Bifhops 


that fhould afterwards: be- 


And what wonder -is 
it that thofe who were 
intrufted by Chrift with 
{uch a Work, appointed 
thofe before-mentioned 2 
when we find that AZofes » 
the bleffed and faithful 
Servant [of God]. in all 
his Floufe, {et down all 
his Conttitutions in, the 
holy Books. a ee 

| Our 
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Our Apoftles alfo un-se&. 4 


derftood by our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, that there 
would be Contentions 
upon the account of 
Church-Government. For 
this caufé therefore, be- 
ing beforehand fully in- 
ftruéted, they appointed 
thofe before-mention’d ; 
and afterwards gave a 
Rule of Succeffton, in what 


manner other approved 
Perfons fhould enter upon their Office after their 
deceafe, ec. 


From thefe moft remarkable Paflages it is, I think, 
very plain, that even thofe Rules of the Apoftoli- 
cal Conftitutions which are not at all direétly in 
the known Books of the New Teftament, fuch I 
mean as concern the Times, and Places, and Perfons, 
and A4anner of Divine Offices, and of the Publick 
Worthip; and particularly of the peculiar Appoint- 
ment and Functions of the feveral Ranks of the Cler- 
zy; are here attefted to by Clement, as the direé& 
Laws and Commands of Chrift hinifelf; which he 
enacted by a Power deriv’d from the fupreme God 
his Father ; and which the Apoftles, by Commiffion 
from him, déliver’d as his, and not their own Con- 
{titutions to the Churches. And in order to fee 
whether Clement meant thofe Laws which are in 
the known Books of Scripture, or thofe in the Con- 
{titutions of the Apoftles, I fhall examine diftin@ly 
the feveral Particulars here mention’d by him, and 
fee in which of thofe forts of Books thefe Laws are 
contained, 

(z.) We have here folemn Ob/ations fuppos’d to 
be commanded as a part of the Publick Worfhip, 
or Euchariftical Solemnity, under the New Tefta- 
ment; of which the known Books of the New 
Teftament fay nothing dire&tly : but of which the 
Contti- 


XA 


Conftztur.1, 
an 575 
J, 111, c, 10. 
1. vii, c. 30. 
J. vili. c.125 
2 e 


Conftzt. 1, 
Wii, vili. 


Pafim & 
preczpue, 
Wili, c. 46. 


Lil. ¢. 57, 
1, vii, and 


viii, paffim. 


L.  ¢. $9. 
L. viii, c. 
22. 


See under 
the next 
Head, 
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Conftitutions of the Apoftles fpeak very clearly and 
frequently, and the antient Liturgies and Fathers 
from them, 

(2.) We have here alfoa Liturgy, or folemn Ce- 
lebration of publick Worthip, and of the Eucha- 
rift, by a fixed and known Rule, fuppos’d'to be 
commanded under the New Teftament: which we 
no where meet with in our prefent Books; | but 
which we have largely and fully in the Conftitutions, 
and in the antient Liturgies and -Fathers from 
them. 

(3.) The keeping to a conftant Réle for good 
Order and diftiné&tion of Offices and’ Duties, efpe- 
cially in facred Miniftrations, is here fuppos’d as. a 
Law of Chrijt : which Rule we find not in thé known 
Books of the New Teftament, but we find it moft 


|. diftin@tly in the Conftitutions, 


(4.) The proper Times for Oblations, and other 
holy Offices, are here exprefly faid to be commanded 
by Chrift, and appointed by his Laws: which Com- 
mands and Lams are no where in our New Tefta- 
ment, but are compleatly in the Conftitutions. : 

(5.) The proper. Places where the Oblations,and 
Holy Offices were to be performed,are here exprefly 
affirm’d to have been derermin’d by the fupreme Will, 
or Command of the Lord, and in order to their Ac- 
ceptance with him. Which Determination. or Law 
of Chrift is no where in our New Teftament, but-.is 
ully and plainly in the Conftitutions. 

(6.) The proper Perfons, or peculiar Officers, by 
whom thefe Oblations and Holy Offices were to be 
performed, are here alfo exprefly affirm’d to have 
been alike determin’d by the fupremeWill, or Com- 
mand of the Lord, and im order to their Acceptance 
with him. Which Determination or. Law of Chrift, 
is no where deliver’d in the known Books of the 
New Teftament, but is fo deliver’d diftin@tly in the 
Conftitutions. 

(7.) We have here mention of the diftin& Orders 
and Duties of Men in the Church, Bifhops,, Priefts, 
Deacons, and People, under the names of Aiigh- 
Prieft, Prieftss Leyites, and Laity; which Language, 

| in 


{74,7 §) 

in every cafe, is utterly unknown, as to the prefent 

Books of the New Teftament; but is full, and clear, 

and diftinét in every Cafe, as to the Apoftolical L.i. Tit. 

Conftitutions, and this agreeably to Clement here,)- i. 19, 

in allufion to the parallel Orders and Duties of the 28 hy; #4 

like Perfons at that time known in the Church ofs7. 1.iii.’ 

the Yems. Pas - 
(8.) We have here Clement’s Account of the Ap- vini.’p2fim, 

pointment of facred Officers by the Apoftles, even at precipue c, 

the firft fpreading of the Gofpel; and. that as an 722> 12928 

Inftance of that Power and Commiitfion they had*” 

received from Chrift, as he received his from the 

Father: all in direét oppofition to the Pretence 

before us, grounded, as ’tis fuppos’d, on the 

filence of the prefent Books of the New Teftament, 

but in exaét agreement with the Apoltolical Con- See th: Plu. 

{titutions. ces laft 
(9.) We have this: Legi/lation of our Saviour, or gored, 

his fixing fuch Rules for the Chriftian Church, illu- 

{trated by the like Legiflation and Rules given from 

God by Afefes to the Fewifh Church; with the 

making Difobedience to thofe Rules capital, and 

fetting them down in the Holy Books for greater 

fecurity. All which Clement infifts upon, that 

Chriftians might not be furpriz’d at the parallel Con- 

ftitutions, and Laws given them from Chrift by his 

Apoftles,; nor wonder if very great Punifhments 

were allotted to thofe that fhould be difobedient 

to them, even under the Chriftian Difpenfation. 

Of which we have little or nothing direétly in our se¢ she Paf 

New Teftament; but all of it is intirely and exa@lly fages. col- 

agreeable to the Conftitutions, bested in 
(10,) We have, laftly, here an Account of one 7?) 177 

particular Reafon, why the Apoitles were order’d dua. and 

not to leave the Point of Church-Government, and}. ©. ts. 

its facred Officers, undetermin’d to future Ages, 

viz, that Chrift affur’d them, this would bea Syb- 

ject of Contention afterward. To prevent which, see conclu. 

he tells us, the Apoftles did not only themfelves fez at the 

conititute.the firft Church-Governours, but ordain’d ‘4 % *# 

a Rule of Succeffion, or gave Direction how their fu- 

ture Governours fhauld Me appointed, upon the de- 


be ceaie 
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ceafe of the other. Which Rule of Succeffion, with 
the exaét manner of the Ele€tion and Ordination 
of all the Ecclefiaftical Officers, we have at large 
L, viii. c.3,in the Apoftolical Conftitutions ; but have not at all 


a7; 


P- 36 Fae 
37% 


4,5:%°-- in the known Books of the New Teftament. So 


that it is moft plain, Clement meant the Conftitu- 
tion Laws, and not thofe in our New Teftament- 
And | defire withal it may be remark’d, that none 
of thefe authentick Rules and Laws are properly 
found in the prefent Books of the New Teftament, 
but that every one of them are {till extant even in our 
prefent Conftitutions, and that Clement therefore 
affords us the ftrongeft Evidence, as ta all thefe 
Points, that even our Copies of the Conftitutions 
are true and genuine, and agreeable to thofe which 
were extant in the Apoftolical Age it felf. And I 
defire the Chriftian Reader to confider, how au- 
thentick a Witnefs Clement is in this cafe; fince he 
was the known Companion of the Apoftles; was by 
them made Bifhop of Rome, the principal City in the 
World, and wrote this Epiftle in the name of that 
whole Church ; fince it has ftill been own’d to be his 
genuine Epiftle by the whole learned World; and 
fince he is the very Perfon, who, by the beft Evi- 
dence, was the Compiler of thofe Conftitutions 
themfelves, of which we are now difcourfing. Nor 
have we only the exprefS Teftimony of Clement in 
this Cafe, but thofe of Fufin Martyr, and Irenaus 
alfo ; the former of which I have largely infifted on 
elfewhere, and clearly prov’d from his full Account 
vol. 11t.¢-4- of the Chriftian Worfhip in his days over the Ro- 
man Empire, that it was no other than we ftill 


have, as derived from the A 


Conttitutions, 


poftles in the prefent 


And as for the latter, befides what 


Ihave elfewhere alledg’d from him, I here juftly 
choofe him out of the reft, to eftablifh the Autho- 
rity’ of the Conftitutions more undeniably 5 as will 
appear under the next Head. For, 


IV. It is ftill pretended, that the Authority of 
fuch Conftitutions cannot be at all equal to that of 
the Laws in the known Books of the New Tefta- 


ment 5 


(19) 
ment; becaufe they do not appear to have been ori- 
ginally deliver’d in Writing, or contain’d im Books 
at all, as the other moft certainly were: That they 
were therefore rather left to the uncertainty of 
Oral Tradition, as matters of lefler Weight and 
Confideration; and that accordingly we are not 
now oblig’d by fuch Conftitutions. 

Now as to this Pretence, | fhall anfwer it in the 
fame manner that I anfwer’d the former 5 not mere- 
ly by referring the Reader to the foregoing Teiti- 
monies of St, Clement, which yet are very ftrong 
in this cafe; nor by barely relying on the Authority 
of the eighty fifth Apoftolical Canon, tho it be as 
exprefs as words can make it; but by producing a 
famous Record or Fragment of Antiquity, which 
the Providence of God has preferv’d till this Age, 
and which has been very lately publifh’d by the 
learned Pfaffius, from a Manufcript in the King of 
Sicily’s Library at Turin, and which belongs ex- 
prefly to Jrenaus, one of the antienteft Chriftian 
Writers, after the Companions of the Apoltles 
themfelves, and one who was born foon after the 
Days of the Apoftles. The Fragment is fo plainly 
genuine, and of fuch great Importance, that it will 
be well worth our while to produce it intire, It is 


as follows: 


Greek. Englifh. 
_, *Eugnvettes Treneus’s words. one 
O: rate Seurécess F’Am-  Thofe that have at-, EN 


tained to the Knowledg 
of the fecond Conttita- 
tions of the Apoftles 
know, that the Lord has 
appointed a new Obla- 
tion in the New Tefta- 
ment ; according to that 
of Afilachi the Prophet, 
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Oa ce 


Wherefore from the rifing 
of the Sun unto its going 
down, my Name w glo- 


rify'd among the Gentiles, 
C2 a 


an 
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and in every Place ws offer- 
ed to my Name Incenfe, 
and a Pure Oblation. As 
alfo Fobn fays in the Apo- 
calypfe, Incenfe- are the 
Prayers of the Saints. 
And Paul exhorts us to 
prefent our Bodies a Ii- 
ving Sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to God, which i 
our reafonable Service. 
And again, Let us offer 
the Sacrifice of Praife, 
that w the Fruit of our 
Lips. Thefe Oblations 
then are not according 
to the [Jewifh] Law; 
whofe Hand-writing the 
Tord has blotted out, 
and taken out of the 
way ; but according to 
the Spirit: for, me muft 
worfhip God in Spirit and 
in Truth Wherefore 
even the Euchariftical 
Oblation is not flefhly, 
but f{piritual, and there- 
fore pure. For we offer 
to God the Bread and 
the Cup of Blefling, gi- 
ving him thanks that he 
has commanded the 
Earth to bring forth thefe 
Fruits for our Nourith- 
ment. And here, when 
we have finifhed the 
Oblation, we call down 
the Holy Spirit, that He 
may exhibit this Sacrifice, 
and the Bread, as the 
Body of Chrift ; and the 
Cup as. the Blood of 

-  Chrift ; 


(21 ) 
Chrift , that thofe that are Partakers of thefe Re- 
prefentative Myfteries, may obtain the Remiffion 
of their Sins, and eternal Life. Thofe therefore 
who make thefe Oblations in the Commemoration 
of the Lord, do not [thereby] approach to the 
Fewifh Ordinances, but by miniftring {piritually, 
fhall be called the Children of Wifdom. 


Now in order to the Demonftration of the fa- 
cred Authority of our prefent Conftitutions of the 
Apoftles, and that they were extant originally 
in Books, from this moft remarkable Fragment of 
ireneus, we muft obferve, 

(1.) That this Fragment is fully confirmed to be 
agreeable to J-eneus’s Notions and Language, by 
other Paflages in his known Works, which every 
where confirm the fame; and particularly, by one 
remarkable Place therein, which is directly parallel 
to this before us. The words are thefe, as Mr. 
Pfaffius fets them down. 

Latin. Englith. 

Dominus Nofter, fuis 

Difcipulis dans Confilium, 


Our Lord, when hex.¢.c. 19. 
gave Counfel [or Direc- Se. s. 


primitias Deo offerre ex 
fu Creaturis, non quaft 
indigenti, fed ut ipfi nec 
snfructuofi nec mgratt fint, 
eum qui ex Creatura pa- 
nis eft accepit, & gratias 
egit, dicens, hoc eft Corpus 
meum: CP calicem fimili- 
ter, qui eft ex Creatura, 
gue oft fecundum nos, fu- 
um fanguinem confeffus 
ft, & NOVI TES- 
TAMENTI NQO- 


VAM DOCVIT 
OBL ATION EM, 
QUAM ECCLE- 
STA AB APOSTO- 
LIS\> ACCIPIENS 


47 


tions] to his Difciples to 
offer to God the firft 
Fruits of his Creatures, 
not as to one that wanted 
any of them, but that 
they might not be un- 
fruitful or ingrateful, 
took that Bread which 
was a part of the Crea- 
tion, and gave thanks, 
faying, This is my Body. 
In like manner did he. 
own the Cup, which was 
deriv’d from that part of 
the Creation which be- 
longs to us, to be his 
Blood: and TAUGHT 
THE NEW OBLA- 

TION, 


in univerfo mundo offert 
Deo, ei qui alimenta no- 
bis praftat , Primitias fio- 
rum munerum in Novo 
Teftamento: de quo in 
duodecim Prophetis Mala- 
chias fic prefiguificavit. 
Non eft mihi voluntas in 
vobis, dicit Dominus Om- 
nipotens; & facrificium 
non accipiam de manibus 
veltris,; quoniam ab ortu 
Solis ufque ad occafum 
nomen meum glorifica- 
tur inter gentes; & in 
omni loco incenfum of- 
fertur nomini meo, & 
facrificium purum: quo- 
niam magnum eft nomen 
meum in gentibus, dicit 
Dominus oninipotens. 
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CH 

CH 
RECEIVED FROM 
THE APOSTLES, 
and in the whole World 
offers to God; even to 
him who affords us Nov- 
rifhment, as the Firft 
Fruits of his Gifts in the 
New Teftament. Which 
Malachi, among the 12 
Prophets, does thus. fig- 
nify before hand ; J have 
no pleafure in you, faith 
the Lord Almighty, and 
I will not accept an Of- 
fering at your Hands; 
for from the rifing of the 
Sun, even unto the going 
down of the fame, my 
Name is glorifyd among 
the Gentiles , and -inz 


every Place Incenfe is offer’d unto my Name, and 
a pure Sacrifice 5 for my Name is great among the 
Gentiles, faith the Lord Almighty, | 

How exaétly this undoubted Paffage in Jreneus’s 
known Works does confirm the prefent Fragment, 
I need not fay; every Reader will perceive it at 
the firft fight. I proceed therefore to obferve, 

(2.) That in this Fragment Jrenaus plainly. and 


direétly cites the Conftitutions by their common 
Name of Aila&es F “Amosdawv, Conftitutions of the 
Apoftles, as he would cite any other Book; and 
thereby fhews that they were then Books, or were 
extant 7 writing among the Chriftians; and that 
with them they pafs’d for real Conftitutions deriv’d 
from the Apofles themfelves, and were ufually 
known by that Name alfo. 

(3.) That Jreneus does here fo exprefly refer ue 
to a Book then extant, efteem’d as containing Con- 
ftitutions really Apoftolical, that he fuppofes them 
diftinguith’d into two Parts; and to contain diftina- 

. ly, 
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ly, the firft or earlier, and the fecoyd or later Con- 
fiitutions of the Apoftles, juft as our preient Apofto- 
lical Conftitutions appear at this day. It being 
plain, that the prefent feventh Book contains an 
earlier and fmaller Colleétion of Conttitutions, 
mainly belonging to the fff Chriftian Church ; | 
mean, that of the Jews in Judea, or to Chriftians 
in general, during the Continuance of that Church, 
and witha direét regard to them; and that the 
other feven Books, or particularly, as to Lrenaus’s 
purpofe, the eighth Book, isa later and fuller Col- 
le€tion belonging to the /arer Chriftian Churches, 
I mean, thofe of the Gentiles only; which is evi- 
dent in the prefent Copies, as from them I have 


formerly proved in my Effay on thofe Conftituti-c. ,. sea, 
ons. ’And ’tis great pity that Mr. Pfaffizs, the learn-216 —— 
ed Editor of this Fragment, had not obferv’d this??? 


diftin@tion upon this Occafion, that he might not 
have been fo much at lofs about the meaning of thefe 


fecond Conftitutions of the Apoaftles, as it appears he tren, Frag. 


was, by his Notes on this Expreflion. 

(4.) That [reveus’s Conititutions of the Apoftles 
did not contain merely fome mutable Rules, laid 
down for the prefent, in fome particular Churches, 
by the Apoftles fole Authority , but the direét Com- 
mands and Laws of Chrift himfelf, delivered by the 
Apoftles in his Name, to the whole Chriftian 
Church, and obeyed by them accordingly. For fo 
he affirms, that thofe that knew thefe Conftitutions, 
knew that the Lord had made a Law therein men- 
tioned; and that in a point of the greateft Confe- 
quence, the moft folemn part of the Celebration of 
the Eucharift it felf: and that withal, the whole 
Chriftian World obeyed tlie fame Law, 4s his pa- 
rallel Paflage affures us. 

(s.) That thereford all the Laws of Corit, even 
about Points of the greateft Moment in Chriftia- 
nity, were not, in Jreveus’s time, look’d upon to be 
contiin’d in the known Books of the New Téfta- 
ment; but part of them, at lealt, in the Conttitu- 
tions of the Apoitles, then extant among them. 
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21.) pe 130 
——— 149. 


Rrzus, 


( 24) 

(6.) That the Law for the Euchariftical Oblation, 
here quoted trom the fecond Conftitutions of the 
Apoftles by TIrenaus, is accordingly now found in 
thofe Second Conftitutions, even in our prefent 
Copies and, to {peak properly, only in them ; as 
we fhall fee immediately, and this in exa& agree- 
ment with Jreneus’s citation, 

(7.) That the Centtitutions of the Apoftles were 
not in the Days of Ireveus openly read in the 
Chriftian Affemblies, or made publick to the World, 
but kept more privately in the Churches; in exact 
Agreement with the laft Canon of the Apoftles, in 
our prefent Copies, and with the Primitive Praétice 
confequent thereupon 5 as I have fully obferv’d and 
prov’d in my Effay on thofe Conftitutions. For 
that is the moft obvious meaning of Frezeus’s Ex- 
preflion here: Thofe who have attained-to the Know- 
ledg of the Conftitutrons of the Apoftles, know this 
Law which was given to the Chriftians, tho others 
were not fo well acquainted with it, which could 
not be faid of the publick Sacred Books, which were 
heard by all in their Affemblics, and might be 
known by Heathens, Fews, and Catechumens, as 
well as by the Faithfal. | 

(8.) That every Mark and Charaéter by which we 
can judg of Jrevaus’s Copy of the Conftitutions of 
the Apoitles, fhew, that they were, for the main, 
the very fame Conftitutions which we have now ex- 
tant among us at this very day. The CharaGters I 
mean are thefe. (1.) Zrenaus’s Conititutions were not 
wholly trufted to Oral Tradition, but were contain’d 
in Apoftolical Writings or Books, asours are at this 
day. (2.) They were a Collection of two forts of 
Apottolical Conftitutions, former and later, as ours 
are at this day. (€3.) They contained the Laws of 
Chrift, and not bare Appointments of the Apoftles, 


12,48 our prefent Copies ever do elaim to do at this 


day. (4.) The Law here quoted out of the Second 
Conititutions of the Apoftles, is dire@ly contain’d 
in fuch Second Conftitutions, in our prefent Copies, 
at this Day. (5.) The Conftitations of the Apottles, 
cited by /rezays, were.in good meafure eonceal’d a- 
Long 
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mong the Faithful, and not read in the Publick Af 
femblies; which is the exprefs Law in our prefent 
Conftitutions at this day, (6.) The Text of Agg[a- Can. Ixxxy, 
chi here and elfewhere cited, as belonging to the, |; ., 
Euchariftical Oblation, is accordingly cited or al. L.vii. Bees 
luded to more than once in our prefent Conttitu- 

tions, but never in the known Books of the New 
Teftament. (7.) The famous word here apply’d 

to the. facred Elements by Jrevews, avlinaa, Re- 
prefentative AMyfteries, aS \ render it, is feveral 

times apply’d to the fame purpofe in our prefent Lv. c.14. 
Conftitutions, but never in the known Books of 3° Vit 
the New Teftament. (8.) The Account here in Je.” 
naeus of the Oblatioz of the Bread and Wine, as firft 

Fruits, for the Ufe of the Eucharift, is verbatim 

taken from the prefent Conftitutions, in the Forms 

of the Oblation at the Communion, and of the firft 

Fruits, Compare the words together : 


Trenaus’s Conftitutions. . The prefent Conftitutions. 
Tlescaéeauw Te Op + Ther gtegude' cot -——-- + Conflitur. 
eLeToy x 70 awoliieoy f evacz- aero TETWs 4 70 arolinesoy viii, c.12, 

ay tuyaessvles aut On Th Gero, suyacissi]es Cole He 

yi eubrcuce Cugdoue Tes T+ Ae 

xoemss TETEs, €5 Tesalw ‘O xeagvous Th yi’ amay-C. 40. 

nae lecows . todlamss éuqvocs neeores, S15 
tugesourlw x4 Tesglw nue)é- 


CHV 


(9.) The Account in Jyeneus of the Order of the 
folemin xxanas or éa/xanos, which we fhould calf 
the Confecration of the Elements, is after their 
firft Oblation was over; exatly according to our L.viii.c.r2. 
prefent Conftitutions. (10.) The folemn @xxauas 
émxanos, or Confecration-Form it felf, is given us al- 
moft in the very words of our prefent Conftitutions. 
Compare them alfo diftin@ly, as they are fet down 
in the following Parallel. : 


Treneus’s Conftitutions. The prefent Con/titutions, 
"ExygAsu 7) avevue 13 KdJaniulus 7 ayiay ox Tie be 
Lov, Saws Smolin gle Su- avivpa ba TW Suciay rdv-“V ™ 

giay D glu 
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Ts 7d wéligioy Tet, a tlAct 
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The Agreement between thefe Accounts is fo 
exact, as to be furprizing alfo; and itis in fo facred 
and folemna Point, that it is exceeding valuable 5 
efpecially to all thofe who defire to have the Admi- 
ni{tration of the Eucharift now done intirely ac- 
cording to the Will of Chrift declared by his Apo- 
{tles, who will therefore greatly rejoice that we 
have here fo very antient, and fo very authentick 
a Teftimony to the Conftitution-Form of Oblation 
and Confecration of the Elements as this is. 


OBSERVATION. 


This Diftinétion of Jrezeus’s between the former 
and later Conititutions, which is fo vifible in oue 
prefent Copies alfo, gives us a plain and full Ac- 
count of thofe two contrary Rules for the Obferva- 
tion of the Pafchal Faft and of Eafer, which are in- 
timated to us in the larger Hiftories of Eufebius 
and Ep:phanius, and which caufed fo great Debates 
and Dilturbances in the fecond, third, and fourth 
Centuries of the Church. . By the firft Rule, which 
was extant in the antient Copies of the Conftitu- 
tions, and is from thence preferv’d by Epiphanius, 
the Chriftian Gentiles were to follow the Chriftian 
Jews in this matter, without any Computations of 
their own, even tho it were allow’d that their 
Computations were erroneous. By the fecond, 
which is in all the prefent Copies, they are directly 
forbidden to do fo; but requir’d and direéted to 
make exact Computations of their own. By the firft, 
they were enjoin’d, or at leaft not forbidden to keep 


it with the Jems intirely, or to obferve Eafter-Day 
after the 14th day of the firht Semipp 


Lunar Month 
was 
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was over, on what day of the Week foever it fell; 

By the fecond, they. were commanded always to 

obferve it upon the Lord’s Day, as it was accord- 

ingly in general. obferv’d in, the firft Ages of the 
Church. How thefe two Rules can be reconcil’d, 

which of them was really genuine, or how the firft 
Ages came to differ fo much about them, has not 

been fufficiently underitood of late. And any Hy- 

pothefes which either I.or others have hitherto laid 
down, do not, I confefs,afford any Satisfaction about 
them, But then, if we confider, that by this noble 
Teftimony of Irenaeus, there were plainly two forts 
of thefe Apoltolical Conftitutions 5 and that it appears 
even by the prefent Copies, thofe two forts belonged, 
the firft to the firft State of Chriftianity, during the 
continuance of the Yemi/ Churches at Ferufalem, the 
fecond, to the fecond State, or to the Geatile Churches 
afterwards; and that by the nature of the two 
Rules, and by Exfebius’s and Epiphanivs’s full Ac- 
counts of them both, the one ftill belonged diftinétly 
to the Gentiles, during the continuanée of the Femih 
Mother-Church at Yerufalem, and with a ftrict re- 
gard thereto, and no longer; the other as diftinely 
to the fame Genriles after the Deftru€tion of Feru- 
falem, and of that Church therein, that both the 
Rules dire@tly and conftantly claim’d to be really 
Apoftolical; and the latter refers evidently to the 
former, as to an antienter Rule once given to Chri- 
ftians;; that the great Debates in the fecond, third, 
and fourth Centuries turn’d wholly upon this Hine, 
viz. As the firft Rule was by all own’d to be Ori- 
ginal, Apoftolical, and Obligatory to the Gentiles, 
during the continuance of the Yewsh Church at Fe- 
vufalem, and perhaps alfo to the Jems themfelves af- 
terwards ; Whether the fecond alfo.was with enough 
certainty deriv’d from the Apoftles to fuperfede the 
other? If, l fay, we confider all this, we fhall find 
the whole Myftery difcover’d, and may obferve 
the perfe&t Harmony of both Rules in this matter 3 
viz, that the firft Rule was a Provifion for Com- 
pliance, Concord, and Unanimity in the moft fo- 
lemn Faft and Feftival of our Religion, during the 
D2 firft 


at 
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firft fhort State of the Gofpel, or while the Mo- 
ther Church was compofed of Femih Chriftians at 
Serufalem;, and that the fecond Rule was a like 
Provifion for Truth, Exaétnefs, Concord, and Una- 
nimity therein, during the fecond or long State of 
the Gofpel, after the Jem Church’s Deftruction, 
and the farther fpreading of Chriftianity in the 
Heathen World. This account feems to me fo 
juft, exaét, and agreeable to all Chriftian Antiquity, 
that at prefent I fhall fuppofe it, and appeal'to the 
Learned for the Truth of it, without making this 
Paper too large and too full of original Quotations 
for the Unlearned ; tho at the fame time declaring 
my felf ready to prove it fully, if occafion be, 
from, original Evidence. Only from thence | fhall 
take leave to draw the following Corollaries, be- 
ing no other than the plain Refult of the foregoing 
Obfervation, as it is more fully enlarg’d and con- 
Eujeb. Hit. firym’d in the authentick Accounts contain’d in Eu/fe- 
gine ’: bius, Epiphanius, and the prefent Conititutions 5 to 
De vir, which I muft refer at prefent the learned Reader for 
Conftantin. more compleat Satisfaction, 
C. 5/5 145 195 
Epipban, Corollary 1. Thofe Conftitutions of the Apoftles 
Haref. \xx. which contained the Rules for Eafter, and the like 
ve 9 Solemnities, were not (originally) open and pub- 
Conftitur, lick, and read in Churches, as were the ordinary 
lv. c.13 Booksof the New Teftament; but were more con- 
—t9- Ca" ceal’d, and lefs known among the Body of Chriftian 
People than the other: Elfe fuch a Difpute and 
Difference among Chriftians, could not have hap- 
pen’d in any fuch matter, as we know did really hap- 
pen even in the fecond Century it felf about Eafter. 
Corol. 2. Yet were thofe Conftitutions of the 
Apoftles all that while own’d as the proper certain 
Rule for Chriftians in fuch matters: For fo we all 
along, find it to have been in this whole Controver- 
fy, that the Appeal was never made either to the 
publick Books of the New Teftament, or to any 
other Authority, but that of Apoftolical Tradition, 
which was alone contain’d as to Books, in thofe more 
conceal’d Conftitutions of the Apoitles. 


Corol. 
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Corol, 3. Thofe Conftitutions were alfo ftill 
éfteem’d part of the Gofpel, and of the Rule of Faith 
and Obedience thereto infifted on, as Obedience to 
God and not to Men; for this is ftill the cafe in the 
fame Controverfy all along. ; 

Corol. 4; Not only the New Rule about Eafter, 
but others alfo were given upon the Decay or 
Deftru€tion of the Yewifh Church, after the firft 
Settlements of the Gofpel. Thus we have found 
above, that the famous Law of Chrift for the Obla- 
tion in the Eucharift was not in the firft Apoftolical 
Conttitutions, or thofe relating to the Fewi/h Church’s 
continuance ; but was in the fecond, for the Gentile 
Churches afterwards. Accordingly we find not that 
Precept or Praétice in any of the facred Books of 
the New Teftament, that were written_ during 
that floutifhing Condition of the Femi Church , 
tho we foon and frequently find it in thofe written 
afterwards: which thing deferves great Confide- 
ration, 

Corol. 5. No Councils of the Church did then 
pretend to any other Power in fuch matters, but 
that of carefully examining what were the Apoito- 
lical Rules, and declaring the Refult of fuch their 
Examination ; as is very plain alfo in this whole 
Hiftory. 

Corol. 6. The generality of the Churches, even in 
the fecond Century, were fo fully fatisfy’d, that 
even the later Rule, about which alone there appears 
any Difpute, was Genuine and Apoftolical, that they 
met in Councils, and declar’d publickly by Syno- 
dical Epiftles, fuch their fatisfaction about it, and 
this even in Fudea it felf, whereto the firft Rule 
had a peculiar reference; to the great fatisfaction of 
the Body of Chriftians almcft all over the World, 

Corol. 7. The principal Occafions why fonie 
Churches near Ephefus, and they alone, were fo po- 
fitive againft the allowance of that fecond Rule, 
feems to have been partly their remotenef$ from 
Ferufalem, Cafarea, and Antioch, the three Mo- 
ther or Patriarchal Churches of the Eaft, which 
muft have had the fureft and lateft Editions or Im- 
prove-3 
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provements to the Apoftolical Conftitutions tranf- 
mitted to them ; which all agreed in the Authority 
of the fecond Rule: partly the Praétice of the 
longeft Survivors of the Apoftles, St. Philip and 
St. Fohn, who died in thofe Parts; and, being 
themfelves Yews, might always obferve the firft 
Rule: partly the DoubtfulnefS of the proper time 
for the taking place of this fecond Rule, or the 
Deftru&ion of. the Yemifh Church at Ferufalem > 

. which tho it was terribly fhock’d at the famous 

See Ene. War and Deftruéction of that City by Titus Vefpa- 

wets flan, yet retain’d an imperfeé&t Being under fif- 

é Epiphan, teen Bifhops of the Circumcifion, till fome time in 

Heref. xvi. the fecond Century: and partly perhaps a certain 

Set. 19520 Doubtfulnefs, as to the Authority of this fecond 
Rule; which tho, without queftion, deriv’d at the 
loweft from the Companions of feveral of the A- 
poftles, and according to the Inftruétions received 
from thofe Apoftles, yet might poffibly be made 
or promulgated, when few or none of them were 
alive or prefent: This Sufpicion might eafily in- 
fluence the Churches near Ephefus; and indeed 
feems to have, been the cafe of fome other Churches 
and Perfons afterward alfo, . . hie 

_ And as to the laft Circumftance, it is very remark- 
able, that even the Church of Rome feems to have ad- 
mitted this fecond Rule, for which it was foon after 
fo exceeding zealous, not till feveral Years after 
the Death of St. Yohn, in the Days of Pope Xitusy 
as the original Account of Jreneus himelf, preferv’d 

Eccl, Heft. in Eufebius, does moft naturally imply. All which 

eos p takes away much of our Wonder that it was not 

P93 © received about Ephefus many Years afterward. 

It is here alfo highly worthy our Obfervation, that 
ve have another very antient Inftance of the want 
of a famous Apoftolical Canon niade towards 
the end of the firft Century, as to thefe Parts 
about Ephefus, 1 mean, that which enumerated the 
Canonical Books; and of the fupply of that want 

See Vol. iv. by A4elito’s recourfe to the Churches of Judea af- 

ea P 375>terward ; where he feems to have found it, and 

: tran{crib’d part of it for the ule of his Friend Oze- 
fimus 3 
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fimus + fo that, as it feems, there mutt have been fome 
peculiar deficiency as to thofe Parts in fuch matters. 

Corol. 8. It appears by all the Accounts in Eufe- 
bius and Citations in Ep:phanius, that the Syftem 
of their Apoftolical Conftitutions was then, for 
the main, the fame with ours at this day, even 
as to the Obfervance of the Pafchal Week, and of 
Eater 5 excepting only that the firft obfolete Rule, 
which had been long fuperfeded by Apoftolical Au- 
thority, and the Praétice of almoft the whole 
Church of Chrift thereupon, was not left out of 
the Copies in the Days of Epiphanius, as it was 
afterward, and as itis now wanting in all our mo- 
dern Copies at this day. 

Corol..9, All Gentile Chriftians therefore at the 
leaft, are now bound by the fecond Rule in this 
matter; and every one of the prefent Churches 
ought to amend their Pra¢tice and Computations 
accordingly. | a 

Corol, 10, Ecclefiaftical Authority, even in Points 
built on Conftitutions and Canons really Apoftolical, 
is not to proceed to breach of Communion, or to Ex- 
communication, where the Parties offending are not 
fully fatisfy’d of the Certainty of that Apoftolical Au- 
thority inthe cafe, For thus did almoft all the Chri- 
{tian World then oppofe Pope Viétor’s Excommu- 
nication of the Afiaticks, while yet they fo unani- 
moully agreed againft the Obligation of that Rule 
which thofe Afiaticks ated by in this matter, and 
own’d Vittor’s to be truly Obligatory and Apoftolical. 
~ Corol. 11. It appears by both thefe Rules, that 
the Yews went by a Calculation,and that fometimes 
a very erroneous one, as to the Paffover, even in 
the latter part of the firft Century, when the fe- 
cond; if not earlier, when the firft Rule was 
made. So that if any of that Nation went by the 
Phafis or Appearance of the Moon, as they fay they 
did afterwards, they differ’d from the reft: at 
leaft if this Calculation extended to the Days of the 
Month, as well as to the Month and Equinox. 
Which Obfervation is recommended to the Confi- 
deration of Chronologers, who are at a great lofs 
in that matter, Corol, 


Vol. TI, 
C.5. p.683. 
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Corol.12. The antient Britozs, who differ’d in 
fome meafure from the Church of Rome about the 
Obfervation of Eater, did not with the Afaticks 
keep Eafter-Day on any Day of the Week, accord- 
ing to the firft Rule, as is commonly fuppos’d, and as 
I formerly my felf fuppos’d : but only difagreed in 
the way of finding that Lord’s Day on which they 
celebrated the fame’, which by their Method did 
fometimes differ from the Lord’s Day kept by the 
reft of the Weftern Churches. This Intimation J 
muft own.to have firft received from the Reverend 
Mr. Baffet, who in his Reply to Mr, Dodyel, fully 
proves it from Eufebius, and Bede, the original 
Authors. 


Thefe. Obfervations from this noble Fragment 
of Irenaus are fo obvious, and yet fo home to our 
prefent purpofe, that I dare appeal to all impartial 
Perfons, whether they are not, fo far as they go, a 
very ftrong Evidence that the Conftitutions of the 
Apoftles refer’d to by Jrezaus, were then of facred 
Authority, and were the fame with thofe extant 
among us to this day: and I infift upon it, that 
this be allow’d me, till the Learned produce at leaft . 
fome real and fubftantial Evidence to the contrary. 
I thall therefore here leave this whole matter at 

refent with every one who calls himfelf'a Chri- 
tian; and defire him fo to confider and aé& in this 
great and important Affair, as he will anfwer it to 
his own Conicience here, and to our Bleffed Lord 
at the great Day: always remembring, that con- 
cerning Caution, which Clement gives the Corin- 
thians in this very matter, and in the Paflage already 
cited, ‘Ogee, adeagot, ago mraciovG xaluéim@dnuky ryye- 
C2WS, TTB UmAACV raarneruede nidlV@. Confider, Bre- 
thren, the greater Knowledg we are vouchfaf’d, the 
greater Danger foall we incur upon our Difobedi- 
CHCE- . 


N. £. It will not be improper to produce here 
another undoubted Fragment of Jrenzaus’s, relating 
to fome other, Rules which are not in the prefent 
Books 
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Books of the New Teftament, but are in the Apo- 
{tolical Conftitutions ; and proving that they alfo 
were deriv'd from the Apoftles themfelves. Qua. & 
Refp, ad Orthodox. inter Fuftin. Op. N°.cxv. p. 468. 
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But as to that Practice 
of not Kneeling on the 
Lord’s Day, it isa Sym- 
bol of the Refurreétion, 
Whereby, through the 
Grace of Chrift, we have 

een delivered from our 
Sins, and from that Death 
which is mortify’d under 
them. Now this Cuftom 
had its rife from the 
Times of the Apoftles ; 
as the blefled L-eneus, 
the Martyr and Bifhop 
of Lyons fays, in his Dif. 
courfe of the Paffover : 
Wherein he alfo makes 
mention of Pentecoft, 
[the 50 Days from Eafter 
toWhitfontide: ] Where- 


in we do not kneel 5 becaufé that time is equivalent 
to the Lord’s Day; on the account already men. 


tion’d thereto relating, 


A POSTSCRIPT, on occafion of 
Mr. Turners Difcourfe of the Apoftolicat 


Conftitutions: 


VINCE the finithing of the foregoing Vindica: 
tion, I have receiv’d and perus’d the Reverend 
Mr: Turner’s Difcourfe of the pretended Apoftoli- 
cal Conftitutions, tho written poncipally indeed 


againft fome of the weakeft part of my Evi 
them: for as to the internal Characters, which are fo 


my Evidence for 


very, 
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very {trong, and the principal of the external Tefti- 
monies which are alfo fo very ftrong, he has either 
intirely omitted.them, or omitted the real ftrength 
of them, or-elfe quite miftaken and perverted my 
meaning in the Produétion of them. So that I have 
fufficient Reafon to negleét and take no notice of fo 
imperfec& a Performance. But befides this, I have 
occafion on other Accounts to be fufficiently fur- 

riz'd at the Publication of fuch a Book ‘as this is 3 
it being not what I and the Chriftian Church ought 
to defire and expe&, a thorough and judicious Enqui- 
ry into thofe Books, for the Improvement of ont Chri- 
{tian Knowledg, and Dire@tion of our Cliriftian 
Practice, as to thofe important Doétrines and: Duties 
therein concern’d , But a mere Book of Controverfy 
in the modern way; or Mr. Turner’s Pleadings‘a- 
gainft the Authority of an antient Record, which 
his own Education, and the Intereft of that Church 
of which he isa Member, have prejudic’d him againit, 
and made it the matter of his Inclination, as well 
as Intereft, to depreciate and run' down. ’Tis juft 
fich Pleading as Monfieur Daillee made. before: him 
in this cafe ; and which all the modern Ghurches and 
Parties do frequently make again{t any genuine and 
original Records or Fragments, which are oppofite 
to their feveral modern Notions and Settlements ; 
how genuine or anthentick foever they are in them- 
felves, ot how fully foever they agree with the other 
undoubted Monuments of Chriftian Antiquity. How 
well Mr. Turner has pleaded the Church of England's 
Caufeagainft thefe dangerous Apoftolical Conftitu- 
tions, I fhall not determine: | confefs, that, abating 
his thirteenth aid fourteenth Chapters, I can, find 
very little that is folid, or gives any few Light to 
this matter.. However, I fuppofe. no judicious Per- 
fon, that hasread both, will pretend he has done it 
better than the very learned-Dajllece before-pleaded 
the Caufe of the Reformed Churches) of. Branceva- 
gaint them, and againit the Apoftolical Canons nor 
any better than the very learned Blondel pleaded the 
fame Church’s Caufe againit Epifcopacy, and againft 
the Epiftles of Ignatius. And as the, Impartial and 
truly Learnéd'do ftill allow and own the great An- 


tiquity 
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tiquity and Authority of the Apoftolical Canons, and 
of the Epiftles of Jgnatius, and the Apoftolical Ap- 
pointment of Epifcopacy, notwithftanding all the 
Objections and Subtilties of Daillee and Blondel a- 
gaint them; becaufe the original Evidence and Pri- 
mitive Teftimonies are {till, on an impartial Con- 
fideration, clearly for them: So do I fully believe 
it will appear in the prefent Cafe, viz. that the 
weight of original Evidence, internal and external, 
when this matter is rightly ftated and fully exa- 
min’d into, will appear to be fo plain for the main 
Body of thefe Apoftolical Conftitutions,that the truly 
honeft, impartial, and judicious, will be forc’d to 
allow that they are, generally fpeaking, real Apofto- 
lical Remains, or Authentick Records of Primitive 
Chriftianity. However, I fhall not follow Mr, Tur- 
ner’s Method in my farther Enquiries into thefe Con- 
{titutions, by writing, as I eafily might, a Book of 
Controverfy, or a diftinét Anfwer to his Difcourfe : 
For this would tend little to the Advantage of Re- 
ligion and Piety, and would rather raife the Perplexi- 
ties and Paffions,than fatisfy the Confciences of Chri- 
{tians in Matters of this moment. On the contrary, 
J intend to make the beft ufe I can of thofe Improves 
ments and Correétions Mr. Turzer’s or others Dif- 
coveries have afforded me; and fhall endeavour to 
write a more authentick and compleat Treatife con- 
cerning this Subje&t ; for which I look upon my felf 
much better prepar’d now,than when I wrote my firft 
Effay thereon. 1 was at that time fenfible of the 
want of Lightin many Points; and I did accordingly 
defire the Affiftance of the truly Learned and Judi- 
cious for the farther Difcovery of the Truth therein 5 
tho indeed, excepting the Fragment of Jreneus, al- 
ready confider’d, I have met with very little A flift- 
ance from them. However, asI did formerly, fo do 
I fill farther defire their Affiftance in this matter, 
And | beg of my Chriftian Readers to reflect upon 
what I faid upon this Head in the beginning of my 
former Eflay, and to confider how little thofe fair, 
and honeft, and Chriftian Intreaties which I there 
made, have been hitherto regarded. Part of my 
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Words were thefe: ¢ I ere beg of all the truly ayy. 6. 
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© Learned and Pious, that they will lay afide all 
¢ Paflion and Prejudice in a Cafe of fuch mighty Con- 
€ fequence 5 that they will examine every thing by 
* the original Teftimonies themfelves, fairly and 
¢ freely, without all regard to modern Opinions and 
¢ Prejudices, that where they cannot but fee my 
* Arguments are cogent, they will readily own:that 
€ they are fo, and that whenever they fhall find me 
* guilty of any Miftakes or Omiflions, which in fo 
“ new and vaft a Defign muft needs be unavoidable, 
© they will'not thence take occafion to-infult and 
* triumph, but endeavour immediately to corre& and 
* fupply them; and by farther more accurate En- 
‘ quirics of their own, to fet this whole matter in a 
* better light, for the future Advantage of the Church 
of Chrift.’ This was my juft Defire and Expeéta- 
tion, that inftead of quarrelling with me that I had 
not been able to difcover every thing relating to thefe 
facred Conftitutions, other Perfons of greater Abilities 
and Sagacity ‘would confider them, and write about 
them better 5 and that inftead of hafty Books of 
Controverfy againft, we inight have had more folid 
Enquiries into, and more fober Difcourfes about thefe 
Conftiiutions, Arenot the reft of the Chriftian World 
concern’d as well as J, to underftand and obey all the 
“Laws of Chrift, thofe in the Apoftolical Conftitutions 
as well as thofe in the publick Books of the New 
Teftament? Are not Dr. Smalbroke and Mr. Turner; 
as Chriftian Clergymen, equally with me oblig’d to 
endeavour to difcover and reftore Primitive Chrittia- 
nity, as it was at firft deliver’d, whether by the Tra- 
ditions or the Writings of the Apoftles 5 which Tra- 
ditions are for certain contained principally in thofe 
Conftitutions ? What occafion then is there for Dif: 
putes and Controverfies in fuch a Cafe? For if the 
Evidence for the Apoftolical Authority of thefe Con. 
ftitutions be plainly fufficient and fuperior, *tis cer- 
tainly fighting againft Chrift and part of his Reli- 
gion, to oppofe them, If it he’ le(s fufficient, and 
but equal, “tis ftill a great hazard whether that Op- 
olition be not fighting againft Chrift, and part of 
us Religion even in this Cafe, If it be-infufficient 
and inferior, *tis fill, ‘at the loweit, fighting ont 
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rally againft thofe Dottrines, Laws, and Settlements 
which the: three firft’ and pureft Centuries of the 
Gofpel did, with one Confent, believe, obey, and 
fubmit to,and that as deriv’d to them from Apoftoli- 
cal Men.; and this merely out of regard to fuch other 
Doétrines, Laws, and: Settlements,’ as their feveral 
Leaders have, without all Authority from Chrift, or 
his Apoftles, impofed upon Chriftian People in thefe 
later Ages of the Church; and fo ’tis on all’'accounts 
utterly unjuftifiable.. Ifhall not then imitate this 
perverfe Procedure of the modern Difputers of this 
World, but with the Divine Afiiftance, and the help 
of all my learned and honeft Chriftian Friends, fhall 
endeavour to go to the bottom of this matter; and 
to inquire into and fully. prove from all Antiquity 
the Propofitions following.. And I fet thefe Propo- 
fitions down here on purpofe, before-hand, that all 
other learned and inquifitive Perfons, who have the 
great Concern of reftoring Primitive and’ Original 
Chriftianity at heart, as they. ought, may have the 
Opportunity of examining them with: me, and of 
aflifting mein the improving, confirming, or cor- 
recting the fame, as there fhall be occafion, and as 
the facred and primitive Testimonies fhall all along 
require, LM Pa 


PROPOSITIONS, 


1,Chrift Jefus is, by Commiflion from the Supreme 
God, his Father, the Ove and Only Legiflaror of the 
Chriftian Religion : nor can any other Perfons or 
Bodies claim that Power of Legiflation, of making or 
altering the Laws for his Church, in any degree, but 
fo far as he has delegated the fame to them. 

II. The Apoftles were themfelves never intrufted 
with any proper Power ‘of determining Doétrines, or 
of making or altering original Laws for Chriftians ; 
but only of Delivering the Do€trines and Laws of 
Chrift to them, according as they had general or par- 
ticular Inftruétions from*him for that purpofe. Nor 
did they ever pretend to, or exercife {uch a Power, 
either fingly, or in Councils any farther. 

If]. The known Companions of the. Apoftles, fiuch 
as Adark, Luke, James, Gude, Clement, Barnabas, 
ae feras,y 
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Eermas, Ignatius, and Polycarp, were much lef in- 
trufted with any fuch original Power; nor did they 
in the leaft pretend to it, either fingly, or im Coun- 
ceils, but did ever openly difclaim the fame, 

IV. The Primitive Bifhops did not, for three Cen- 
turies, pretend to or exercife any fuch Power, either 
fingly, or in Synods 5 ‘but ftill enquir’d after, atteft. 
ed to, and recommended fuch Laws as came down 
to them fromthe Apoitles and their Conrpanions: 

and accordingly they determin’d all Points, as near 
as poffible, by thofe original Doctrines and Laws of 
the Gofpel, and by thofe only, 7 

N. &. The very Meetings of Chriftian Bifhops in 
Synods, with their Power there, of putting an end to 
the Quarrels of Chriftians, by the Laws:of Chrift 
already made, feems to have been it felf owing to 
an Apoftolical Appointment; which is now extant 
in the XXXVINIth Canon of the Apoftles. 

iV. B. When I fay the Bifhops did not pretend to 
make new, or alter the old Laws of Chriftianity, I 
do not mean to oppofe their Power of giving occa- 
fional or more minute’ Direétions, in fubordination 
to the Laws themfelves; I mean, in fuch Circum- 
itances where the Laws were filent: Thefe Cafes be- 
ing of neceffity fubje& to the particular Dire€tion 
of the feveral Churches, or of their Bifhops, and 
capable of no other Determination. 

V. The Primitive Catholick Writers did ever con- 
demn the Leaders of the feveral Herefies for pretend- 
ing to a Power to declare and determine Dottrines, 
or to make or alter Laws and not only confirm’d 
their own Doétrines and Rules by a conftant Appeal 
to Apoftolical Antiquity, but confuted thofe Here- 
fies, by fhewing their derivation from fome later, 
or barely human Authority, 

VI. No fmall part, at leaft, of the Laws of Chrift 
by his Apoftles, were all along own’d by the Primi- 
tive Chriftians, as not direétly contain’d in the Scrip: 
ture or Written Word, but as tranfmitted by a cer- 
tain Traditionary Method from the Apoftles and their 

Companions, and as all along preferv’d in the Doc- 
trines and Practices of their feveral Churches; and {till 
efteem’d by them as the Usmritten Traditions, Preac h- 
4+ 


( 39) 


ing, Dottrine, and Conftiturions of the Apoftles: 
WN. B. \t does not appear that the Laws of Chrift 
were originally divided into two forts, or into Writ- 
ten andUnwritten Laws ; but that of thofe Laws which 
the Apoftles every where at firft deliver’d. to the 
Churches, feveral did occafionally occur in their own 
Writings, the Gofpels and Epifties, which ‘were read 
in the Churches; which thereforeafterwards might be 
called written Laws and others of them did not pro- 
perly fall in their way there; which therefore might 
afterward be called Unwritten: but this only on 
account, that. they did not happen to be mention’d 
in thofe Writings of theirs, as the others did. For 
otherwife, neither the Gofpels nor Epiftles do ever 
retend to give the Churches a Syftem or Body of 
aws for their Government, as the Conftitutions do. 
And it is accordingly very remarkable, that tho the 
Gofpels and Epiftles omit.a great number of Lawe 
that are in the Conftitutions, yet do the Conftitu- 
tions omit few or none of thofe that are in the other; 
dN. B, Thefe Traditionary Laws,.as well.as thofe 
in the Scripture, were {till looked upon as facred 
and unalterable among Chriftians; I mean, that no 
‘human. Authority could, in general, make new, or 
alter the old Laws; tho’ feveral of thofe Laws were 
not.abfolutely Politive, or of Univerfal Obligation, 
‘but were, in feveral Circumftances, left to the Pru- 
dence, Piety,.and Difcretion of particular Chriftians, 
as we fhall fee hereafter. 
Corollary. Since the Do&trines and Laws. by which 
»Chrift, did originally appoint his Church to:be go- 
vern’d, were in the firlt Ages allow’d to. be Vnalter- 
able by any human Power; and nomhuman Authority 
for making new ones was own’d by Chriftians ; the 
general Belief and Praétice of any Doétrines and Rules 
in thofe firft Ages of the Church, are {trong Evidence 
that fuch Doétrines and Praétices were really deriv’d 
from Chrift by his Apoftles, The Reafons are plain, 
that Chriltians could not then, by Principle, nor 
did. then in Pra€tice derive them from any other 
Authority. | 
N:.B. By Tradition, to which, the firft. Ages ap- 
peakd in many cafes, they itill meag original Tradve 
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tion, from the Apoftles, or their known Companions 4 
and not that of a later Date, deriv’d from Cutftorh, 
or any bare human Authority. And this is true alfo 
even of later Times, or Places remote, when they 
fometimes miftook the one for the other, | 

VII.'The Primitive Writers do fometimes intimate 
to us, that their Traditionary Doétrines'and Laws 
were farther preferv’d ini certain Records, or Afonu- 
ments, or Books among them; not as written by the 
Apoftles themfelves, but by fome of their Compa- 
nions or. Heaters 5 and as all along extant, at leaft, 
in the Egtern Apoftolical Churches: but ftill fo that 
thefe Records were not commonly read, or known 
or tranfcrib’d ; but carefully conteal’d from the Pub- 
lick all along. 

N. B.. The Dottrina Arcani, of Concéalinetit of 
fome myitical parts of our Religion froni Heathens, 
Jews, and Catechumens, is to be trac’d in place fo 
widely, and in times fo early, that it cannot be 
juftly fuppos’d to have been deriv’d from any other 
than from Apoftolical Authority. | 

VIII. The Sacred and Primitive Writers do not 
pretend that the generality of thefe Traditionary 
Dorines and Laws of Chrift, were given during 
his Converfation upon Earth, before his Death; or 
that they were all to be obferv’d in the firft {pread- 
ing of the Gofpel; but rather affirm, that they were 
deliver’d after his Refurre@tion; and that feveral 
of them were not to take place till the more com: 
pleat Settlement of the feveral Churches afterwards. 

IX. Some of the Laws of Chrift; whether Writ- 
ten or Unwritten, were peculiar to the Churches of 
the Jews, or at leaft were to laft during the Conti- 
nuance of thofe Churches only: after which time 
fome Alterations were to be made therein, according 
to the difference of thole Semis and Gentile States of . 
Chriftianity, } | 

X. The Traditionary Doétrines and Rules were 
{till confirmi’d by the Chriftian Writers, as far as 
might be, from known Te-xrs,out of the publick Books 
of the Old and New Teftament. Tho it be not fel- 
dom done by fuch remote Expofitions, as fhew, that 
thofe Doctrines and Rules could not be derived ca 
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thofe Texts; but that the Texts were only accom- 
modated to thofé Doétrines and Laws afterward. 

X. Thefe Traditionary Doctrines and Laws were, 
in the fourth and following Centuries, direétly and 
frequently quoted from an Apcftolical Book, then 
made publick, in fome parts of the Church; and 
commonly allow’d as agreeable to the antient Faith, 
Rules, and Settlements of the feveral Churches in 
thofe matters. 

XIL. The eight Books of Apoftolical Dottrine and 
Conftitutions, even as now eXtant among us, abating 
a few grofs later Interpolations, ealily difcover’d, are 
in general FULL and COMP LEAT, FAITH- 
FUL and AUTHENTICK Records of thofe 
Unwritten or Traditionary Dottrines aad Lams of 
Chriftianity, all along receiv'd and obizrv’d as Apofto- 
lical in the Primitive Ages. 

XIU. Thofe Conftitutions of the Apoftles that we 
now have, are,in general, the very fame with thofe 
which the Records of the Alexandrian and Ethiopick 
Churches {peak of, and fuppofe in the Days of Atha- 
nafius, and with thofe which were {fo openly cited by 
the Audians, and by Epiphanius, a little later in 
the fourth Century. 

XIV. Both the izeernal Charatters and external 
Teftimonies do fhew, that no other than Clement, of 
Rome was, for the moft part, the Colle@tor or Writer 
of thefe eight Books of Conftitutions, now extant; 
and he who tranfinitted them to the feveral Churches, 

XV. The fame Apoftolical Conftitutions were ori- 
ginally enumerated, as facred, in the compleat Canon 
of Scripture, or Catalogue of the Canonical Books of 
the New Teftament ; and ftand there in all the Co- 
pies thereof till this very Day. 

Corollaries feom the whole. 1. Thefe Apoftolical 
Conftitutions therefore, whoever was their Collector 
or Writer, are the beft and moft authentick Stan- 
dards by which theTraditionary Doctrines ana Laws 
of Chfiit by his Apoftles, may and ought now to be 
recover’d, and thofe original Chriftian Settlements 
may, and ought now to be reftor’d among us. 

Corol.2. The Teaching for Dottrines the Command- 
ments of Aden; or the allowing bare human Decrees 

or 
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or Definitions any Authority, in oppofition to thefe 
original Laws of Chrift by his Apoftles, ftill preferv’d 
among us, is utterly unwarrantable and unlawful a- 
mong Chriftians ; and is indeed no better than direct 
Herefy and Antichriftianifm. 

NN. B. That the Reader may have a Talte of the 
Manner and Strength of my future Reafoning upon 
thefe Propofitions, [ fhall give him a Specimen be- 
longing to the largeft or twelfth Propofition, as to 
the Wednefday and Friday Stations or Fatts, appoint- 
ed in the Apoftolical Conftitutions: and I defire hin 
to remark here, how certain and univerfal thefe Ob- 
fervances were among Chriftians, during the intire 
firft four Centuries of the Church ; even tho they 
were confefs’d by all not to be any where enjoin’d, 


nor fo much as mention’d in the publick Books of 
the New Teftament, 


Of the Wednefday and Friday Stations 
or Fafts. 
Meslay) Chrift commanded us to faft on the fourth and 
me "*"fixth Day of the Week ; the former on account of his 
being betray’d, and the latter on account of his 
Paffion. 
“-13-P'323- On the reft of the Days, before the day of the 
Preparation, let every one of you eat at the ninth 
Hour, or at the Evening, or as every one is able, 
We enjoin you to faft every fourth Day of the 
Week, and every Day of the Preparation ; and the 
furplufage of your Fait beftow upon the Needy. 
p36). >, But let not your Fafts be with the Hypocrites; for 
7” they faft on the fecond and fifth Days of the Week. 
But do you either faft the intire five Days, or.on the 
fourth Day of the Week, and on the Day of the Pre- 
paration , becanfe on the fourth Day the Condemna- 
tion went out againft the Lord, Fudas then promifing 
to betray him for Mony ; and you muft faft the 
Day of the Preparation, becaufe on that Day the 


Lord fuffered the Death of the Crofs, under Portis 
Pilate. 
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If any Bifhop, or Presbyter, or Deacon, or Reader, © xix. 


or Singer, does not fait the fourth Day of the 
Week, and the Day of the Preparation, let him 
be depriv'd; except he be hindred by Weaknefs of 
Body. But if he be one of the Laity, let him be 
fufpended. | 

Hlermas Simil. 5. §. 1. As I was fafting, and fitting 
down in acertain Mountain, and giving thanks unto 
God for all the things that he had done uito me; be- 
hold I faw the Shepherd fitting by me, and faying 
unto me, What has brought thee hither thus early 
in the Morning? I anfwered, Sir, To-day I keep a 
Station. He anfwered, What is a Station? Ireply’d, 
Tris a Faft. He faid, What is that Faft ? I anfwered, 
I fait as I have been wont to do, Ye know not, faid 
he, what it is to faft unto God: Nor is this a Faft 
which ye faft, profiting nothing with God. Sir, 
faid I, what makes you fpeak thus? He reply’d, I 
fpeak ; becaufe it is not the Faft which you think that 
you faft : but I will fhew you what that is which is 
a compleat Faft, and acceptable unto God : Hearken, 
faid he, the Lord does not defire fuch a needlefs Fait 
for by fafting in this manner thou advanceft nothing 
in RighteoufnefS: But the true Faft is this, Do no- 
thing wickedly in thy Life, but ferve God with a 
pure Mind; and keep his Commandments 5 and walk 
according to his Precepts ; nor fuffer any wicked De- 
fire in thy Mind; and truft in the Lord that if thou 
doft thefé things, and feareft him, and abftaineft 
from every evil Work, thou fhalt live unto God. If 
thou fhalt do this, thou fhalt perfect a great Faft, 
and an acceptable one unto the Lord. 

§.2. Hearken unto the Similitude which lam about 
to propofe unto thee, as to this matter, Cc. 

§.3. I willexpound all things unto thee whatfoever 
I have talked with thee, or fhewn unto thee, Keep 
the Commandmients of the Lord, and thou fhalt be 
approved, and fhalt be written in the number of 
thofe that keep his Commandments, But if befides 
thofe things which the Lord hath commanded, thou 
fhalt add fome good thing, thou fhalt purchafe to 
thy felf a greater Dignity, and be in more Favour 
with the Lord than thou fhould otherwife have se: 
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Uf therefore thou fhalt keep the. Commandments of 
the Lord, and fhalt add to them thefe Stations, thou 
fhalt rejoice , but efpecially if thou fhalt keep them 
according to my commands. I faid unto him, Sir, 
Whatfoever thou fhalt command me, I will ob- 
ferve; for J know that thou wilt be with me, I 
will, faid he, be with thee, who haft taken up fuch 
a Refolution, and I will be with all thofe who pur- 
pofe in like manner. This Faft, faid he, whilft 
thou, doft alfo obferve the Commandments of the 
Lord, is exceeding good. Thus therefore thalt thou 
keep it. Firft of all take heed to thy felf,"and keep 
thy {elf from every ‘wicked A&, ‘and from every 
filthy Word, and from every hurtful Defire, and 
purify thy Senfe from all the Vanity, of this prefent 
World, If thou thalt obferve thefe. things, this 
Faft fhall be fuch as it ought to be.. Thus therefore 
do: Having performed what is before written, that 
day on which thou fafteft thou fhalt. tafte nothing 
at all, but Bread and Watér; and- computing the 
Quantity of Food which thou art wont to eat upon 
other Days, thou thalt lay afide the Expence‘ which 
thou fhouldift have made that day, and give it unto 
the Widow, the Fatherlef, and the Poor. And 
thus thou fhalt perfeé&t the, Humility of thy Soul; 
that he who receives of it may fatisfy his Soul, and 
his Prayer may come up to the Lord.God for thee. 
if therefore thou fhalt thus accomplifh thy Fait, as 
Ycommand thee, thy Sacrifice fhall be acceptable 
unto the Lord, and thy Faft fhall be written. This 
Station thus performed is good, and pleafing, ahd 
acceptable unto the Lord. Thefe thines if thou 
Shalt obferve,. with thy Children, and with all thy 
Foufe, thou fhait be happy ; and wholoever, when 
they hear thefe things, thall do them, they alfo fhall 
be happy; and whatfoever they thall ask of the 
Lord, they fhall receive it, 
; pie, Alex. Strom. Vil. p..316. He knows the - 
‘iyiteries O1 the Faft of thefe Days, I mean of 
Weane{day and Friday; the one of which is deno- 
minated from Mercury, the other from Venus. 
Tertul. de Orat, in calc. So alfo on our Statio- 
nary Days, the: greater part think that there ought. 
to 
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to be no. interruption made by the: Prayers at the 
Oblation, becaufe the Station for Faft}: will be 
diffolv’d, by receiving the Lord’s Body. | 

De Fejun. §. 16 p. 701. The Pfychici [the Catho- 
licks] blame us that we keep Fafts ‘of :our owns 
that we ufually lengthen out our Stations till the 
Evening, @c,.———-—~ They objeé&t Novelty to us, 
which they determine to be unlawful; and to be 
efteemed Herefy, if it be deriv’d from human Pre- 
fumption ; or falfe Prophecy, if it be deriv’d from 
any Authority of a Spirit. | | 

§. 2, They are pofitive that thofe days are allote 
ted for fafting in the Gofpel, wherein. the Bride- 
groom was taken away from them; and that now 
thofe are the only Days appointed for. the Fafts of 
Chriftians, upon the Abolition of thofe old ones un- 

der the Law and the Prophets, — That accord- 
ingly at other times fafting ftands on another foot; 
and is left to every one’s difcretion, as their Circum- 
{tances fhall require. . That after this manner it was 
that the Apoftles obferv’d them, without impofing 
any other Yoke of Fafts that fhould be fated, and 
delong to.all Chriftians in common; and that there- 
‘ore this ought to be obferv’d as to the Stations ; 
vhich tho they do indeed belong to the fourth and 
ixth Days of. the Week, yet do they go on without 
ny pofitive Law, or continuance, beyond the latter 
prt of the Day; while the Prayers. are generally: 
wer about the ninth. Hour. 

§. 10, p.708. They do in the fame, manner ac- 
afe us of innovation, as to our Stations, as’ un- 
vorthy ; and that fome of them are dengthen’d: 
ot till the Evening; and they: day, that even this 
Lity is to be done at Mens own. Difcretion; and 
tht it is not to, be lengthenéd-out beyond the ninth 
Hur; &c. Not that we -reje@ the Notice of 
th. ninth Hour, which we have gréat regard to 
onthe fourth and fixth Days of the Week :+ 
wich come from Tradition, and want the 
Auhority of Scripture. 

(13, p. 711. You alledg, that the Solemnities of 
thi Faith are appointed either by Scripture, or 
Trditien deriv'd from our ‘Anceftors ; and that we 

are 
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are not to appoint any new Obfervances, on the ac- — 
count of the Unlawfulnefs of Innovation, Stand 
by this Anfwer if you can. For I find that you do 
faft at other times befides the Paffover, before rhofe 
Days on which the Bridegroom was taken Rie them; 
and that you interpofe the half Fafts of your Sta- 
tions ; nay, that you do fometimes live upon Bread 
and Water, as you are difpos’d. So that your final 
Anfwer is, that thefe Obfervances are done at Dif- 
cretion, not by Precept. You are then gone be- 
yond the Bounds of Tradition, when you obferve 
what was not Ordain’d. ss ale 

§.. 14. p. 712. Why then do we appropriate the 
fourth and fixth days of the Week to our Stations, 
and the Day of the Preparation [Friday] to faft- 
ing ? 

If you are-to-obferve your Station, your Hus- 
band may appoint you to go that day to the 
Bath: \f your Fafts are to be obferv’d, your Hus- 
band may make a Feaft the fame Day. Ad Uxor, 
1.2. c. 4 p.189,— In Faftings and Stations, — D¢ 
Fug. C. 1. Pp. 690. 

Orig. Homil. 10 in Levit. Op. Lat. There is alft 
another religious Method of Fafting, which is com 
mended in the Writings of certain of the Apoftles, 
for we have met with this Apoftolical Paflage it 
a certain fmall Book, Bleffed is he who fafts o. 
purpofe that he may fupply the Poor with Food: 
Sucha Perfon’s Faft is very acceptable to God, ant 
is for certain very worthy; for he follows the E- 
ample of him, who laid down his Life for his Br- 
thren. See Conftitur. L. vi. c. 1. 

Pet. Alex. Can, xv. No one can blame us for o- 
ferving the fourth Day of the Week, and the Ly 
of the Preparation ; whereon it has been juftly r- 
dain’d, according to the Tradition, that we fhold 
faft: for the Faft on the fourth Day is on accont 
of the Council that the Jews took on it for ur 
Lord’s betraying, and that on the Day of the Ire- 
paration, becaufe on it he fuffered for us. 

Epiphanius, L. iii. Pref. p. 809. -Aerius {the Ie- 
retick] forbids fafting on the fourth Day of :he 
Week, and on the Day before the Sabbath, ec. 
ef. 
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Heref, \xxv. §.6. p. 910. Who is there that 
does not agree that in all parts of the whole World 
the fourth Day of the Week, and the Day before 
the Sabbath, are Days of Fafting, determined in 
the Church? And if there were occafion to alledg 
it, the Conftitution of the Apoftles is plain; how 
they have ordain’d a perpetual Faft on the fourth 
Day, and the Day before the Sabbath, ec. 
Moreover, if the Apoftles themfelves had not 
{poke in their Conftitution about this matter, of 
the fourth Day, and the Day before the Sabbath, 
we could otherwife demonftrate the fame from 
all forts of Evidence. But they write accurately 
about it. 

—-~Brev. Expof.’ Fid, §, 21, 22, 23. p. 1103 —— 
1107, The Affemblies for Worfhip are appointed 
by the Apoftles on the fourth Day of the Week, 
and on the Day before the Sabbath, ec, — And on 
the fourth Day, and the Day before the Sabbath, 
they are continued till the ninth Hour; becanfe 
early in the Morning, on the fourth Day, our Lord 
was feized on, and was crucified on the Day be- 
fore the Sabbath; and the Apoftles have deliver’d 
it to us, that thefe fhould be days for fafting — 
And this Faft is obferved through the whole Year 
in the fame Holy Catholick Church; I mean, that 
of the fourth Day, and of the Day before the Sab- 
bath, until the ninth Hour, ec, 

Ethiopick Conttitutions of Alippolytus. In my Effay 
on the Conftitutions, p. 544. cap. 20. Of the 
Faft of the fourth and fixth Days of the Week. 

Philoftorgius in Photius, L. x. §. 12. Philoftorgius 
fays, that the Fa{t of the fourth Day of the Week, 
and of the Preparation, does not confift in a mere 
Abjitinence from Flefh; but that itis determined by 
the Canons, that we take no fort of Food till the 
Evening. 


Our Saviour would have us faft alfo; but would Prolemexs 


not have us fait the Bodily, but the Spiritual Faft : 


the Gnoftick 
? Heretick, 


wherein is included the Abftinence from all that is cag Etorim 
Evil. Altho our People keep an outward Faft alfo 3 <p. Epiph. 
becaufe even this, if done with Reafon, may be of He7-¥xxili. 


fome advantage to the Soul; when it is done not 
Out 


( 48) 


out of Imitation to fome others, nor from Cuitom, 
nor with regard to-a particular Day, as if it were 
the Work of a fixed Day ; but when it includes the 
Commentoration of the true Faft; that thofe who 
are not able to keep that. may, by means of the 
outward one, be put in mind of the true Faft. 


Corollary. \t appears by thefe antient Teftimo- 
nies, compart'd with the original Laws in the Con. 
{titutions and Canons, that thefe Statdons or longer 
Stay at the Religious Affemblies on Wednefdays and 
Fridays, were original Appointments and Praétices 
deriv’d from the Apoftles; but that the Degree 
of Abftinence or Fafting, and its Duration till the 
Even on thofe Days, was not Originally look’d on - 
as particularly commanded, at leaft not to all 
Chriftians, but left in good meafure to. their own 
Devotion: yet fo that ftill even the ftri@eft dee 
gree of fafting on any of thofe Days, if done as 
became the Gofpel, would be very. acceptable to 
God, Which feems to have been the ca in o- 
ther Laws or Appointments of the Gofpel alfo, -ac- 
cording to the purport of the Scriptures, and fe- 
veral places of the Contftitutions. 


Lid 


Supplement. 


Mr. Pfafius’s Account of the Fragments 


~ A 
ry 


¢¢ 


¢é 


of Irenzus, lately by him publifbed. 


Light, and which I here publifh to 
the World, with my own Notes and 
Differtationis, were found in the King of Si- 
cily’s Library at Turin, They were not alk 
contain’d in one Book, but taken out of fe- 
veral; fuch I mean as the Greeks have many 
different Names for; but which the Latins 
call Catene; in that Cafe, I mean, when they 
contain a continual Commentary upon any 
Book of the Bible, and fer down different 
Faéts or Paffages out of the Fathers. Among 
thefe Colle@ions, thofe Fragments feemed to 
me the moft confiderable which bear the 
Name of Irenaeus ; and were fo much the more 
valuable, becaufe the Manufcripts themfelves, 
whence I took them, appear to be of fome An- 
tiquity. Yer did not I aé& fo rafhly in this 
Matter, as upon the bare fecing the Name of 

AT EnNCHS 


HESE Fragthents of Irencus, Bifhop Pref. ix 
of Lyons, which never before faw the initio. 


ol 
Ireneus to pronounce them prefently genuine, 
without a previous Examination. I brought 
them firft to the Teft of Criticifm; that fo I 
might be affured, and that without danger of 
miftake, what Judgment I was to pafs upon 
them. Now the principal Argument for 
them, and that which affected me deeply with 
its own native Light, was that grave Way of 


* Writing which was obfervable in thefe Frag- 


ments ; fuch as was highly worthy of Irenaeus ; 
and was agreeable to his Age, i.e. to the Se- 
cond Century. Befides, this was confirm’d 
by chat Agreement there was in them, both 
as to the Stile and Contents, with what we 
find in Irenzuss Books againft the Herefies ; 
which receives no {mall Light frem thefe 
Patlages; efpecially as to the Manner of the 
Oblation and Confecration of the Eucharift. 
Finally, The Integrity of thofe Mannfcripts 
whence I have taken thefe Fragments, is ano- 
ther Evidence on the farne Side. This I tried 
to the utmoft, rill I was quite weary, and 
found ic liable to no fufpicion at all: Since I 


" faw that all thofe Paffages out of the Fathers, 


which were therein alledg’d, and which } 


‘ conlulced, were truly alledg’d, and that almoft 


exactly as they {tand in the printed Editions : 
fo many I mean as have been bitherto print- 


ed, and that under the true Names of the Au- | 
‘ sors to whom they belong, 8zc. 


St. Juftin 


ST Oe, 


St. Juftin Martyr’s full Account of the 

| Chriftian Worfbip, Bapti{m, and the 

Lord’s Supper, foon after the Age of 
the Apofiles : with Notes, 
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§.79. E fhall now 

| declare af- 
ter what manner we 
(a) Dedicated our felves 
to God, thro Chriff, in 
our Renovation, left, 
if we fhould omit this, 
we might feem to a& 
infincerely in our Ac- 
count. As (4) many 


them as are perfuaded 
by us, and do believe 
what 


~ Crea Bic fo 
ThUTL Th e*D nuay te 
Ouang Wu 


(4) Itis worth our Obfervation, that this is that very Form 
wherein of Old Time the Catechumens, who were preparing 
for Baptifm, Confecrated themfelves to God, when they 
were difmifs'd the Congregation: At which time the Deacon 
called aloud, among other things, to them thus : Dedicate your 
felves to the only Unbegotten God, through his Chrift. Confticur. 
Apoftol. VIII. 6. Towhich Form Fuftin does not only here 
allude, but in another Place alfo, Pag. 25. lin.16. We follow 
the only Unbegotten God, through his Son: And pag. 49. lin. 10 
We have dejpifed thefe their Gods, ( as they call them,) through 
Fefus Chrift : but have Dedicated our felves to the Unbegotten and 
Impaffible God: and fo alfo pag. 95. lint. [GrRABE, 


« (b) We have here and afterward a full Account of what 
were ever the Qualifications for Baprifm in the Original State 
of Chriftianity ; in exact Agreement with the New Tefta- 
ment, and with the Apoftolical Conftitutions. See my. Primi- 
tive Infant-Bapti{m Reviv'd. | WHISTON. 


| what we fay and teach 
| to be True, and are a- 
) ble to undertake to live 

accordingly, are inftru- 
Vi é&ted to (c) faft and pray, 
i and to beg of God the 
| forgivenels of their for- 
mer Sins ; while we al- 
fo do faft and pray with 
them. After which we 
condudtthem toa place 
(d) where there w Water ; 
and. there they are (e) 
regenerated, after the 
fame manner of rege- 
neratioa wherewith we 
our {elves were regene- 


| [44 


Swang wa x AepopSwe- 

avy, % Bisv Bes Ov- 
¢ me 2 

yaoK UMIGYWTOY, bUine~ 

oStut Te ty airey mcevn 

ovles ing: 18 Osh FHP 

ck 

wWeoncepTu av a@re 

oy SOUoLOVTAY, HIAQY GU- 

v4 

yoyouduay x TUVINSELOY= 
eu = o < 

TAY WUTulGe STATE BO 
e i) 3 ef 

THY UP na@y evorae VOwp 

24, x Teomcy ava wri- 

Tres, Dy x Has auto 

aveunonpay, ava Xun 

“ FEL, 

yavroy. tr wonnlG. 
S ~ \ ao 

9 re TaTess TS Crm 


rated. For this Wafhing 


’ Newors @Oce, x, ce 
* > tH) 
in the Water is then a eke 


done in the Name of “770% pe nos X pic 
thé(f) Father of theU-, 7% 9 7” ugh ays, 


niverfe, 40) 


(c) Clement. Conftit Apofto!, VIL. 22. Before Baptifm, let 
him that is to be Baptized, Fafl. [GrapBe: And fo was the 
Church to Faft, with them before Eaffer, the only fer Time for 
Baptifm in the Conftitutions. V.13. 18,19. [W. 

(d) No Bazitstesez or Fonts yet in Churches, in the Days 
of Fuftin, as neither is there the Jeaft fign of any in the New 
Teftament, or Apoftolical Conftitutions. [W. 

(e) Regeneration, a known Term for Chriftian Baptifm in 
Antiquity ; bur not.as a bare Ceremony, but as expreffive of 
that real internal Regeneration and Renoyation which then 
accompanied it among Chriftians. [W. 

_(f) We may here, and all along in Juffin every-where 
élfe obferve, the peculiar Names, Appellations and Epithets 
of the Supreme God; fuch as, The Father of the Universe ¢ 
The Lord of the Univerfe : The God of the Univerfe : The Mafter 
af the Univerfe: The Uabegotten God : The Impaffible God, &C. 
which are fo frequent in rhe Conftiturions ; ‘but moft of 


which are not found in the known Books of the New. Tefta- 
ment. i W. . wy a. 
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niverfe, the Lord God ; 
and of our Saviour Je- 
fus Chrift ; and.of the 
Holy Spirit. For {o did 


Chrift fay, Unlefs ye be jok. Ut, 
born again, you foal not.3> 5 


enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven. (Now that ‘tis 
impoffible that thofe 
who are once born, 
fhould enter into. their 
Mother’s Wombs again, is 
plain to all Men.) We 
are alfo told,as we have 
already obferv’ d, (¢) by 
Ifaiah the Prophet, by 
what. means thofe that 
have finned and are pe- 
nitent may efcape their 
Sins. 


neffes from your Souls; 
learn to do well: judge the 
Fatherlefs ; do jufice to the 
Wi doa. Come now, let us 
realon pogeiber, {faith ‘the 
Lord. And if your fins be 
as purple, I will make 
tid as white as wool; 
if they be as {carlet, Touie 
make them as white as 
fnow. But if ye will not 
hearken to me, the {word 


fhall 


(g) The beginning of this Text is quoted, as here, for 
Chriftian Baptifm, in the Apoftolical Conftitutions, VIII 8. 
bur not in our New Teftament, 


[w. 


Wafh ye, be clean sIfai. I. 
take away your wicked- 16-20 


foall devour you: for the 
mouth of the Lord bath 


{poken it. 


§. 80. Now we have 
learn’d the Reafon of 
this(4) Inftitution from 
the Apoftles, and it is 
as follows. Becaufe we 
were ignorant of our 
firft Generation, and 
were begotten of Ne- 
ceffiry,and deriv’d from 
our Parents, as all other 
Men are, and were bred 
up in wicked Cuftoms, 
and evil Ways of Life ; 
In order to our Deli- 
verance from that State 
of Neceflity and Igno- 
rance, and to our En- 
trance onthat of Choice 
and Knowledge ; and 
in order to our obtain- 
ing the Remiffion of 
our former Sins in the 
Water: Thofe that 
bring the Perfon to the 
Water, Name over him 
(when he has chofen 
to be thus regenerated, 
and 
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(4)..This Account of the Reafon of Baptifm, which beft 
agrees with the Conftitutions, VII. 39,¢@7c. being here affirm’d 
by Fuftin to be deriv’d not from Human Reafoning, but from 
bhe Apoftles, is fo far a Confirmation of the Origin of thofe 
Conftitutions, not from Men, bur from Chrift by his Apo- 


files. } W. 


e7ey Asoophuov a Qov- 
wg Ori 70 Astegy eyo- 
pa D mal df firw Of 
Bobs eye cimeiv’ ef OF 
Tig TOA howev ¥) Aé- 
yew, weplwe thd aowe 
TOv proeviaw, xgreiroy dX 
“2m TO AsTeov QwTic- 
05, ws pernco Say 
thy Nava WS redaw 
yavlardvrav.)) xqd bar 
Grdueas OF [nod Keres 
Tm campedwiG<, th 
Mons TliAcrs, #2, er 
CrimalG, wr ualG 
ays, 2 ta aS meope- 
Tiiv mogeumpuce Te si 
 Inoty mtvrn, 6 Qeri- 


COW. aserey. 


iF J 


and repents of his Sins,) 
the Name of the Father 
of the Univerfe, and the 
Lord God: Ufing no 
other than that bare 
Denomination for him: 
(for as to a Proper Name 
for that God who is 
unfpeakable, no one can 
determine it: and if 
any one fhould be fo 
hardy as to pretend to 
it, he muft be entirely 
diftracted.) Now this 
Wafhing is called (4) Wu-~ 
mination, becaufe thofe 
that learn thefe chings 
are thereby tluminated 
in their Underftanding. 
The Perfon I!umina- 
ted is alfo (£) Wathed 
in the Name of Jefus 

Chrift, 


(4) This Phrafe of IMumination for Baptt{m, and Illuminated 


for Baptiz’d,; and the Reafon 
thar the Candidates were ftill 


iven for it by Fuftin, imply 
rft Inftructed, and. then Bap- 


tizd. Which Phrafes and Accounts exaétly agree with the 
New Teftament, and with the Apoftolical Conftitutions. Eph.I. 
18. Heb. VI. 4. X.32. Confticuc. VII. 39. VIII. 7, 13. Il. 10. 


v.6. [W. 


(4) Read my Notes upon this Ceremony of Wafhing in 
Tom.I. Spicileg. Patr. Sec. Il. pag. 241. and Grotis’s Com= 
ment on Matt, XXVITI. 19. Where He fers down, among 
other Teftimonies, a Paflage of the Scholiaft on Aorace’s firft 
Epiftle, which is exceeding Remarkable. Thrice wajh thy self 
purely , as they do who expiate themfelves. Which exa@ly a- 
grees with the Manner of Baptifm among the Primitive Chri- 


ftians, which was done with a trine Immerfion [Grane 


Chrift, (1) who was cfu- 
cified under Pontius Pilate ; 
and in the Name of the 
Holy Spirit; who by the 
Prophets foretold all things 
which concerned thf efus. 


§. 85. (m) After we 
have in this manner 
Wafhed the Perfon who 
is thus perfuaded, and 
fubmits to ourDodtrine, 
we lead him to the Bre- 
toren, as we call one a- 
nother, where they are 
affembled ; who then 
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begin their (7) Common. 4g Qunidev 706, 5 re 
Prayers,as well for them- >%, crave ye Tea Tay 
felves,as for the Perfon > 7 y Toe 
yey cuTovns, Omms ugulaZian 
newly ikuminated, and Ge yw yo cs 
for the whole Church e~ _ ~@RYY 7% eA at 
very- DOV TES 


(1). This mention of our Lord’s. Crucifixion under Pontius Pi- 
late; and of the Holy Ghoft, as foreteling all things concern- 
ing him by the Prophets ; and that as Parts of the Baptifnial 
Solemnity, fhews that Zu/fin had regard to the Baptifmal Creed 
or Profeffion, which is in the Conftitutions, and wherein fuch 
things are mentioned ; VII.4r. but does not confine himfelf to 
the bare Form of Baptifm in the Scripture; which has not a 
word of them. Matt. XXVIIL19. [W. 

(m) Here we fee, that in 7uftin’s Days chey ftill broughe 
the Perfon newly Baptiz'd immediately from Baptifm, to the 
Congregation of the Faithful, and to the Lord’s Supper: So 
that Confirmation, which ever preceded the Communion, 
muft have been included under Baptifm, as a part of that 
entire Solemnity of Initiation into Chriftianity ; as indeed ic - 
ever appears to have been in the firft Ages of all, according 
to the Conflicutions. “VIF. 43, 44. VIIL. 11,12,13. [W. 

(1) Fuftin calls thefe Commen-Prayers, becaufe all the Con- 
gregation prorounc’d them jointly wich him that prefided ; 
tho’ 


Doves, OF épyov d= 

Sol woArreuTal, % 
Quran ae oureTaA~ 
pur OU peavey : Omts 
T eievioy CWTNCLY oW~ 
Seopu. MAAS QiAr= 
pon amuloucle meus 
oe Ruos FHS aU yer. err et 
re megagipe’) Tal Deg- 
ecw TH arAQav ap- 
TOs, x WOU Lov Vd’TOC 


A’ 


ve, 


tho’ with a Voice fomewhat Jo 
himfelf a licele after, Pag. 131. 


@.2i 


very-where, with a loud 
Voice, that we may be 
thought worthy tolearn 
that Doctrine which is 
true, and may be found 
Good Men by our 
Works, and Obfervers 
of the Commandments; 
that fo we may obrain 
eternal Salvation. When 
we have ended thefe 
Prayers, we falute one 
another with (0) a2 Kifs, 

After 


ver than his; as He explains 


lin. 19. in thefe Words: We 


all in common rije up, and fend up our Prayers. Now what thefe 
Prayers were, we may learn from the 8th Book of the Apafto- 
lical Conftitutions ; where at the Conclufion of the gth Chapter 
we read this Exhorcation : Let us with a united loud Voice (as 
here Juftin, with a loud Voice ) befeech God through his Chrift. 


Whereupon it follows, Chap. 10, 
happy Settlement of the World, and of the 
Butthole Petitions there do beft of all 
Words, which we find after the Middle of that Chapter: 


/ 


Let us pray for the Peace and 
Holy Churches, &es 
agree with Fuftin’s 
Let 


us pray for our Brethren newly Inlightened 5 that the Lord may 
Strengthen and confirm them: Let us pray one for another, 


that, &c. — Let us pray for every Chriftian Soul. 


And to con- 


clude, Let ws Pray earneftly, and Dedicate our felves and one ano- 


ther to the Living God through his Chrift, Of which laft Phrafe 


fee my former Nore. [GRABE. 


baal 


And hence we may un- 


derftand the meaning of the Deacon’s Bidding Prayers in the 
Conftitutions ; viz. in order at firft t6 Teach the Forms to the 
People, till they had them by heare: After which, thar Way 


feems to have been laid afidé in che Church. 


Cw. 


(0) So is it alfo in the Apoftalical Conftitutions ; where after 
the Prayer in the 11th Chapter Ljuft as it is here } it prefently 
follows, And let the Deacon fay to all, Salute ye one another with 
the Holy Kips. And let the Clergy falute the Bifhop: The Men of 
[Grase. 
I rw XVIv20,°2Cor. XULT2. 1 Theff, 

Ww. 


the Laity {alute the Men: The Women. the Women. 


See Rom. X. 14,16: 
Vi 26.-1 Pere Ve 14, 
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(Pp) Tecesas, Tae Prefident, which is one of the Names in 
the Conftitutions, VIL. 16. and in early Antiquity fora Bi- 
{hop or.a Presbyter; one of which it always was that Ad- 
miniftred the Eucharift. [W. 
(g) Not only Zuftin, but others of the moft ancient Fathers, 
do atreft that the Primitive Chriftians Offered, according to 
Chrift’s Example, in his Infticution of the Eucharift, not only 
Wine, but Wine and Water mixed togethers Among them is 
Irengzus, V.2. in my Notes upon which Place you may fee 
more about this Matter. (GRABE. 
(ry) This particular Mention of the Son and Holy Ghoft in 
Fufiin, even in the higheft Part of Chriftian Worfhip, toge- 
ther with that Subordinate or Minifteria] manner, wherein they 
were therein Worfhipped or Honoured; while at the fame 
time the Father alone had the whole Solemn Service moft 
humbly and affectionately offered Originally to himfelt, is 
here highly remarkable, and is in exa¢t Agreement with the 
Confticucion Liturgy ; whichis for certain the nobleft and 
moft excellent Form of Chriftian Devotion that ever was in 
the World. Nor can we bue look upon this manner of Ad- 
drefs as deriv’d from the fame Conftitutions ; becaufe there is 
no Warrant for the mention of the Holy Spirit either in Pray- 
ers or Doxologies in any of rhe known Books of the New 
Teftament.. | W. [oe 
(s) The Gofpels themfelves affure us that our Saviour, at 
his infticution of the Sacrament of his Body, Took the Bread, 
|| and the Gup, and gave Thanks, Matt. X XVI. 26, 27. Mar. XIV: 
a 23, Luk, XXII. 19. 1 Cor. XL 24. and Bleffed, Mark XIV.22. 
| ot 
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St, Paul alfo, 1 €or. KX. 16. makes mention of The Cup of Ble/- 
Jing which we Blefs: in Chap, XVI. v. 16, &ce For if thou fhalt 
Blef$ with the Spirit, how fhall He that occupieth the room of the 
Unlearned fay, Amen, upon thy Thank{giving, fince he underjtand- 
ath not what thou fayeft. Thou indeed verily givef} Thanks well ; 
but the other is not edified. That therefore which Chrift and 
his Apoftles did in the Celebration of this tremendous Myfte- 
ry, thar did their Succeffors, the Bithops of the feveral Chur- 
ches, duly obferve alfo; as Fu/tin exprefsly afirms in this 
Period ; which is exattly agreeable to the Apoftles Words, as 
to the Manner wherein the Prieft celebrated the Eucharift, 
and the People anfwered, Amen. Fujtin fays farther, that this - 
Celebration was done in a Jong Form. According to what Pro- 
clus fays in his Treatife about the Tradition concerning the Di- 
yine Liturgy, or Euchariftical Service; That the Apoftles them- 
felves being fenfible that the Myftical Celebration of the Lord's 
Body was Matter of Confolation, fang the Form’ thereto belonging 
very long and largely. ( Nor are we to wonder at the word 
Sang; tor, co fay no more here, what we are told 1 Cov. XIV. 
of Singing, will alone prove that this was not very diffe- 
rent trom the Apoftolical Pradtice:) In like manner, Chryfo- 
fiom in his X X1Vch Homily upon the firft Epiftle to the Co- 
rinthians, where he Comments upon the Words, Cup of Ble/= 
fing, introduces the Apoftle as fpeaking in this manner: 
What is here faid 6 no (mall matter: for when I {peak of this 
Bleffing, I lay open the Treafure of the Divine Bounty, aad recald 
to mind thofe hw great Benefits Aud to this Charatter of che 
Apoftolical Bleffing in Chryfoftom, and in Fuftin of the Eucha- 
rist of the Primitive Chriftians, which here and Page 24. 
before he beftows on ir, does that Form of the Eucharift ex- 
cellently agree, which we have in the Apoftolical Conftitutions, 
VIII. 12, From whence 7uffin feems alfo to have taken -the 
Phrafe ion duvayss, as well as heis able: Of which prefently. 
Afterwards indeed, as the Devotion of ‘aah a srew cold, 
that long Form of Thankfgiving was fomew at thortened, 
Bur yet ftill the Two principal Bleffings of God, our Crea- 
tion and Redemption by Chrift, with the Infticucion of this 
Sacramental Memorial, was ever celebrated; and Thanks 
B'2 were 
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were rendred to God for them, in compliance with the Ex- 
ample and Injunétion of our Saviour himfelf, who did, with- 
out gueftion, at his laft Supper imitate rhe Benediétions ufed 
amorg the Fews. Now their Solemn Forms of Bleffing 
God in the Participation of Bread and Wine, are thus reci- 
ted by Fagius, in) his Commentary on Deut. VIL, Bleffed be 
thou, O Lord our God, King of the World, who cvedteft the fruit 
of the Vine. And again, Bleffed be thou, O Lord our God, who 
producef? Bread out of the Earth; and farther; We give thee 
Thanks, O Lord our God, becaufe thou made our Fathers to 
inherit this defivable Land, d good Land and a large, and 
becaufe thou, O Lord our God, has brought us out of the Land of 
Egypt, and hat redeemed us out of the Houfe of Bondage, 8c. 
We accordingly give Thanks to thee for aif thy-benefits, &ce In 
like manner then did our Saviour Blef? God the Father for 
the Creation, and Redemption, not only of the Fewi/h Nation, 
but alfo of the whole Race of Mankind, by his Death; and 
Commanded his Apoftles that they fhould do che fame in 
Remembrance of him; and that efpecially they fhould fhew 
forth his Death, Luk. XXII.10. and 1 Cor. XI. 255 UFC. 
Hence it is cha all the ancient Liturgies, as alfo that Englifh 
Liturgy which was fee forth in the firft Year of Edward VI. 
together with that prepared for the Scots, after the Repetition 
ot the Words of Inftitution, and as it were in Compliance 
with their laft Sentence, Do this in remembrance of me; eX- 
cellently add Words to this purpofe ; We therefore thy Servants, 
O Lord, being mindful of thy Son Fefus Chrift, of bis Paffion, 8<c. 
To which Obfervation I thall only add this one thing, Thar 
all Catholick Chriftians, of all Ages, have concluded this Sa- 
eramental Benediction with thofe Seraphick Words, Aly, 
fly, &c. Je feeming bue right, rhac chofe who ear Angels 
Bread, fhould alfo fing the Aymn of Angels. 
(t) Befides, the Euchariftical, Justin affures us there were 
other Prayers put up by the Prieft in the Celebration of thefe 
tremendous Myfteries ; tho’ he does not inform us what Things 
or 
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or what Perfons they had regard to. But then we may dif- 
cover what they were by the moft ancient Liturgies, and in 
fome meafure by other Means alfo. In that Prayer which is 
inferted in the forecited Place of the <Apoffolical Conftitutions, 
and in every one of the ancient Liturgies, God is intreated, 
that He will mercifully accept the Oblation of the Sacred Symbols, 
and will be pleas'd to fanttify the fame Oblation, by fending 
down His Holy Spirit from Heaven. And it is this Form of Con- 
fecrating the Bread and Wine, fo very frequently mention’d 
by the Fathers, which Bafil the Great had regard to, when 
he mentions qu 735 Sasnanozws pial, or the Solemn Words of 
Invocation, as they are alfo called by Iveneus and Others ; and 
enumerates them among the Unwritten Apoftolical Traditions : 
De Spirit. S. Chap. XXVII. Nay indeed, it feems to me 
very probable, that the Apoftle himfelf alludes to them, 
when Rom. XV. 16. he transfers thefe Licurgick Expreffions 
to a Sacrifice improperly fo called ; and writes thus, That E 
may be a Liturgick Minifter of Fefus Chri for the Gentiles ; 
Officiating, as in Sacred Things, about the Gofpel of God, that the 
Oblation of the Gentiles may be acceptable, as {anétified by the 
Holy Ghost. 1 fall add no more abour this Form of Confe- 
cratiou, but that the fame was prefcribed both in the former 
Englifh, and in the Scotch Liturgy, And then, as the Jews 

made it always a Matter of Confcience to recommend to God. 

the State of Ferufalem, and of the Afflicted Fewi/h Nation, 

with all its Members who were under any Adverfiry, in their 

Prayers at Feftival and other Solemnities, and to commemo- 

rate their Patriarchs and Forefathers who were deceasd in 

the Faith; So did the Chriftians obferve to do the fame in 

their Prayers at the Holy Altay; As is exceeding plain in all 

the Liturgies of the Ancients; and in that Form which we 

have in the Apoftolical Confticurions, VIII. 12, dc. Which 

with great Probability appears to be Apoftolical ; and is for cere 

tain exceeding Ancient. Which the Prayer that follows the 

Seraphick Hymn in the forecited Liturgy of the Church of 

England does very exactly imitate: and even that which goes 

before the proper Preface to rhac Hymn does follow in good 

meafure at this Day. [GRa’BE. See the Learned Pfaffius's 

Notes on the Fragments of Jrenaus above publifbed, p.353,&c- 
- | That 
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That we may more clearly fee whether this fong Eucha- 
riftical Prayer here exprefsly mention’d by Fuftin, and plainly 
alluded to by Irenaus, I. 9. was the fame with, or agreeable to 
that long and admirable Euchariftical Prayer, now extant in the 
Conftitutions, VIII. 12. as Dr. Grabe juftly allows it to be. 
Let us farther fee in Two orher Paflages of the fame Fuftin 
elfewhere what its Contents were, from his own Mouth. In 
the Place referr’d to under the former Nore by Dr. Grabe, 
Apol.1.'§. 16. Juftin’s Words are thefe: We, as not ungrateful 
to Ged, do fend up to him our Solemn Devotions and Hymns, for 
our C¥eation, and all the Provifion that is made for our Health and 
Strength ; for the Qualities of the various Sorts of Beings, and 
the Viciffitudes of the Seafons. . We alfo (end up our Petitions, that 
we may obtain that Immortality which is by Faith in him. And 
elfewhere, in his Dialogue with Trypho, p. 260. —. The Bread 
of that Eucharist, which Fe(us Christ our Lord delivered to us to 
celebrate in remembrance of his Paffion, which He [uffered for fuch 
Men as are purified in their Souls from all iniquity. That we may 
withal give Thanks to God, that He has Created the World, with 
all things that ave therein, on the account of Man ; and that He 
has delivered us from that wicked State wherein we were ;s arid 
that He has utterly deftroyed Principalities and Powers, by Him 
that was made paffible, according to his Will. All which De- 
{criptions, when compar’d with the Original Standard in the 
Confticutions, will make it evident that the Form ufed in 

uftin’s Days, was either the very fame with, or exceeding 
ike that in thefe Conftitutions: for which I dare fairly ap- 
peal to every honeft and obferving Reader. [ Vihar 

(u) Obferve here, that the Office of Deacons; in the Days of 
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(2) not lawful for any 
one elfe to partake of 
but he thatbelieves what 
we teach to be true; 
he that is wafhed in that 
Laver which ts appoint- 
ed for the Remiffion of 
Sins, and for Regenera- 
tion ; and he that lives 
according to the Laws 
which Chrift has deli- 
vered. For we do not 
receive thefe Elements 
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Fuftin, was not only to take care of the Poor, as in the: Ads 
of the Apoftles, VI. but alfo to affift the Bifhop or Prieft in 
Holy Miniftrations ; particularly in the Diftribution of the 
Eucharift : yet that they were not thenifelves to Offer or Con- 
fecrate ; in exact Agreement with the Rules concerning them 
in the Confticutions, If. 57. Ill. 11,20. VIII. 12, 28, 46. 
‘Tis alfo well worth our Obfervation, that the Elements were 
by them diftribured here to every one of the Communicants 
fingly ; which is the dire& Appointment in the Conftitutions, 
VII. 13. What Form.was ufed at their Delivery, it is not 
here faid : but ic feems to have been chat in the Conftirutions : 
where He thac delivers the Bread, fays, The Body of Chri : 
and He that receives it, fays, Amen. He that delivers the Cup, 
fays, The Blood of Chri ; the Cup of Life: and He that re- 
ceives, fays, Amen, ibid. For as to this laft Part of the Form, 
the Amen, {aid by him that received the Elements, which 
clearly refers to the former Words, faid by him that deli- 
vered them, we have the exprefs Teftimony of Cornelius Bi- 
fhop of Rome, in the middle of the Third Century ; nor only 
that they were delivered to every Communicant fingly, but 
alfo that this Amen was ftill the Practice at Rome in his Days. 
Enfeb. H.E. VI. 23. p, 245. ([W. 

(4) Here we have the three Qualifications for Admiffion to 
the Excharis in the Days of Fuftin, Faith, Baptifm, and a Good 
Life, exattly according to the Conftitutions. Particularly 
we here find, that no Unbaptized Perfon could ever partake 
of the Communion ; ag is the Law in the Conftitucions alfo, 
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(b) as common Bread, or 
common Drink: but in 
like manner, as Jefus 
Chrift-our Saviour was 
incarnate by the Word 
of God, and took Flefh 
and Blood for our Sal- 
vation; So are we 
taught that this Food, 
which is confecrated by 
Thankfgiving & Pray- 
er, appointed by his 
Word, are the Flefh and 
Blood of this Incarnate 
Jefus ; by which Food 
thus changed our Blood 
and Flefh are nourifh’d. 
For the Apoftles, in 
thofe Records of theirs 
which are called Go- 
fpels, have declared that 
Chrift gave this Com- 
mand:to them: That 
He took Bread; and when 
he bad given thanks, be 
faid, Da thw in temem- 
brance of me. Thi ws my 
Body. A\o that, In like 
manner He took the Cup ; 
and when he had given 
thanks, 
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VIE. 25. And by Confequence, that the Children of Believing 
Parents are co be Baptiz’d among Chriftians, as well as thote 
that are themfelves firft Profelyted ‘to Chriftianity ; otherwife 


they are not‘to be-admitced to the’Gommunion. 


(w. 


(6) So alfo fays Irenaus, IV. 34. Zhe Bread which is taken 
from the Earth, upon its receiving the Divine Confecration, is no 


longer 


TO celeste pos’ %) proves 
QUTOIS [28 TO EVA mmm 
Seisiecs 

jyaig Ov ua TLV TL 
Aovmoy cel rétav WArs- 
ASS cyt LALevhonOUSU« %, 
of eyovees ros AetmD- 


pos mov brarxsps- 


[Lr] 


thanks, be faid, This os my 
Blood: and diftributed it 
only to them.——-~ As for 
our felves, after this we 
do perpetually put one 
another in mind of 
thefe things. They alfo 
that are able among us, 
afford Affiftance to all 


that are in Want; and 
we converfe with one 
another perpetually. 
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§. 87. Gc) And in- 
deed 


longer Common Bread, but the Euchari#: confifting of Two 
Things; the one Earthly, che other Heavenly. [GRABE. 


(c) The Right Reverend the (late) Bifhop of Sarum, in his 
Expofition of the XXVIlith Article of the, Church of Eng- 
land, p. 334+ writes with greac Truth thus: “ It cannot be 
“© denied, that in the moft early Ages, Fuftin and Irenaus did 
‘€ believe fuch a San@tification of che Sacramental Elements, 
‘* whereby a certain Divine Vertue was in them: which A/- 
bertinus in his 2d Book of the Sacrament of the Eucharift 
frequently acknowledges as to more of the Fathers. alfo. 
Nay indeed, All of them do determine, that by the means of 
the Sacerdotal Confecration, all that Divine Grace, Spirit, and 
Virtue, which is inherent in the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
is fent down from Heaven upon the Bread and Wine ; 
and that thereupon they are called, and are, The Body and 
Blood of Christ : as St. Fohn was called, and was Elias in Spirit 
and Power, Luk. 1,17. (which is the Similitude whereby Wic- 
lif Uluftraced this Matcer in his Thefes:) or, as the Apoftle, 
1 Cor. XII. 27. writes, You ave the Body of Christ: and Chap. 
VI. Verfe 15. Know ye not that your Bodies are the Members of 
Christ ? In as much as the Spirit of Chrift refided in cheir 
Bodies. Zujftin therefore believed the Bread and Wine to be 
after the fame manner rhe Flefh and Blood of the Lord; and 
thence affirm’d that our Flefh was nourifhed by them, on ac- 
count that the Sacred Elements were converted into our Sub- 


ftance. [GRABE, 
(d) Fustin 


deed in all our (4) Ob- 
lations we Blefs the Ma- 
ker of all Things, thro’ 
his Son,.Jefus Chrift, 
and through the Holy 
Spirit... And on that 
Day which. is called 
(e) Sunday, we havea 
common. Affembly of 
all chac live in the Ci. 


ties, or in the Country : 
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(4) Fuftin had hitherto defcrib’d the Celebration of the 
firft Communion after Baptifm ; as Ferom fomewhere calls ir. 
But now he goes on to fhew briefly, that the Celebration of 
every Euchariftical Sacrifice was the fame. So that the fore- 
going Notes are to be confulted as to all the following Parti- 
culars. However, there area very few Words or Phrafes be- 
hind, which will ftill deferve fome Remarks, [GRABE. 


(e) Here we fee, that in the Days of Fuftin there were two 
Kinds of Oblations among Chriftians; the One thofe of the 
Bread, Wine, and Water, for the Euchariftical Sacrifice; the O- 
ther fuch as were for the Maintenance of: the Poor: but that 
both were folemnly Offered to God, with Fhankf{giving; and 
that wich the diftinét Mention of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit, as before ; all in exact Agreement with the Gon- 
flitutions, VIIf.11, 12, 30, 40. Nor will ir be firsto omit 
here another more full Account in the fame Fuftin elfewhere 
of the Exchariftical Oblation or Sacrifice, which he gives us in 
thefe Words : We are, fays Fuftin,« Dialog. cum Tryph, p.344.) 
the true Archieratical Srock, which belongs to God: As God does 
himfelf allo bear witnef8, {aying, That in every Place among the 
Gentiles they fhall offer to me acceptable and pure Sacrifices, 
Mal.I. 11. - Now God does not receive Sacrifices from any one but 
by bis Priefts: God does therefore prevent vs, and atteft that all 
thofe who through his Name offer thofe Sacrifices which Fe {ves Chrift 
has delivered to.be done ; I mean at the Eucharift of the Brea 
and of the Cup, which ave Offered in every Place of the Earth by 
the Chriftians are acceptable to him. [ W. 

Cf) Justin 
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Wherein aré (7) Read 
the Records of the A- 
poftles, or the Writings 
of the Prophets, fo far 
as the Time will permit. 
And when the (g) Rea- 
der leaves off, He that 
(bh) Prefides makes an 
Admonitory Difcourfe,and 


Exborts us to the Imita- 
tion of fuch excellent 
After. this 
We all in common (2) 
Rife wp, and fend up our 


Prayers ; 
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(f) Fuftin having hitherto given an Account of the Man- 
ner of Baprifm, and of that Communion which accompanied 
the fame, at what Time foever it was celebrated ; now pro- 
ceeds more direétly to give a diftin Account of the Lord’s- 
day Publick Worfhip of the Faithful in his Days: tho’ the more 
briefly, as having in good Part prevented himfelf already, 
by what his former Series had oblig’d him to mention before- 
hand. [ Ww. 

(g) The firft Part of the Synday-Service in Fu/tin’s Days, as 
it is in the Conftitutions alfo, began with the Reading the Sa- 
cred Writings of the Old or New Teftament. Nor does it ap- 
pear that ever any other than fuch Sacred Books were read 
there in the firft Ages; all exadtly according to the Direéti- 
ons in the Conftitutions, If. 58. VIII.5. Can. 85. [W. 

(4) There was, we fee here, in the Days of Fuftin, a Church- 
Officer, called a Reader, diftinét from the Prieft and Deacon ; 
whofe Bufinefs it was folemnly to Read the Sacred Scriptures 
in publick: exactly according to the Confticutions, II. 57. 
VIII. 5, 22. [W. | 

(i) After the Leffons taken out of the Scripture, and be- 
longing to the Reader, followed in Fuftin’s Time, a ferious Ex- 
hortation or Sermon: and. this preach’d by the Bifhop or Prieft 
that prefided: in exact Correfpondence to the Direction in the 
Conftitutions. Zbid. |W. — 
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(&) After 


Prayers: and then, as 
we have faid before, 
when we have done 
that Prayer, (k) Bread, 
()) and Wine, and Water 
are Offered: and He who 
Prefides alfo, fends up 
Prayers and Thankfai- 
vings, (7) as well as be 
w able. And an Peo- 
ple make the Acclama- 
tion, by faying Amen. 

So 
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(4) After Sermon the Congregation all ffood up on the 
Lord’s-Day, in order to begin their Common-Prayers; as is the 
conftant Rule in the Conftitutions, II. $7559 VALE. §, 12. 
See Mark X1.25. Luke XXI. 46. for all Lord’s-Days. And 
‘tis remarkable, that in the former Account Fuftin {ays no- 
thing of this upright Pofture in Prayer, that Pofture not be- 
ing appointed tor Worfhip on other Days in the Conftituti- 
ons. [W. 

() Fuftin’s Account is here plain, that ordinarily no other 
Day but Sunday was allotted for the moft Solemn and General 
Affemblies of Chriftians, when the Eucharift vas Adminiftred : 
and that it was fo done every Sunday, and the Communion 
receiv'd by all the Faithful chen prefent; in moft exaé Com- 
plyance with the Rules in the Conftitutions, II. 59. VII. 30, 
36. VIII. 4, gy. [W. 

(m7) This Phrafe oy Myauus, as well as he is able, is perpe- 
tually Objected by the Enemies of Ecclefiaftical Appoint- 
ments againft Stated Forms of Prayer. In Reply to which, 
Learned Men have faid many Things; which need not be here 
repeated by me. I only add, that Fu/tin both here and a- 
bove, Page 23. /i .1s. where he ufes the fame Phrafe, feems 
to. me to have had refpect to thofe Words which He that 
Prefided made ufe of, according to the Form fet down in A- 
poftolical Conftitutions, VIII. 13. thus; We give thee thanks, 
O God Almighty, sy sooy aperhousy, &da’ booy Sweleuede, not 
fo well as we ought , but as well as we ave able. Which Words 
furely don’t belong to any peculiar Gift of Prayer wherewith 
aDy particular Perfonis endow’d ; but to the general Ability 
of 
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So diftribution is made, 
and every one partakes 
of che Confecrated Ele- 
ments: which are alfo 
fent to fuch as are (n) 
abfent by the Deacons. 


§. 88. (Co) Now of 
thofe that are wealthy, 
and difpofed,every one, 
according to his free 
Inclination, gives what 
he pleafes; and what is 
colle&ed is dépofired 
with him that prefides 5 
and He it is who affords 
Affiftance to the Fa- 

. ‘therlefs, 


of giving Thanks toGod. [Grasr. And fice Fuftin only 
twice ufes the Phrafe, and the Confticutions twice, and no 
more, and both upon the very fame Occafions, this Con- 
jecture of Dr. Grabe’s is highly probable ; and thence ’tis alfo 
highly probable thofe very Conftitution Forms of Prayer'were 
ufed by the Church in the Days of Fuftin. Fuft. Apol. I. 
§.16. with Confticuc. VII. 40. Fuff. Apol. I. §.87. with 
Conftitur. VIII. 12. 

(n) This fending of part of the Eucharift to thofe chat 
were abfent, is agreeable enough to the Rubrick, as we call 
it, or to the Direction in the Confticutions,; which 1s this, To 
carry what remains of the Confecrated Elements, into the Ve- 
firy, afcer the Service was over: and agreeable to the Peti- 
tion put up in the Celebration itfelf, for fuch as are abfent on 
a juft Caufe, as if they were efteemed.a part of that Congre- 
gation alfo. [W. 

(0) This full Account of the Oblations for Charity is fo near 
to the very Words of the Conftitution- Rule, about the fame 
as deferves peculiar Remark. Hear the parallel Words of thofe 
Conftitutions, which are vhefe, Il. 25. Let the Bifhop Di/penfe 
in a vight manner the Free-Will-Offerings, which are brought in on 

account of the Poor, the Orphans, the Widows, the Afflitted, and 
Strangers jn diftref. [We — 


therlefs, and to the Wi- 
dows, and to'thofe that 
either by Sicknefs or 
otherwife are in want, 
and to fuch as are in 
Bonds,and to the Stran- 
gers thac fojourn a- 
mong us: and in ge- 
neral, He it is who is 
the Guardian of thofe 
that are in Poverty. 


§. 89. Accordingly 
we all in general hold 
our Affemblies on Sun- 
day, Since it is that firft 
Day [of the Week ] 
whereon God changed 
the Darknefs and the 
Matter, and Made the 
World: And the very 
{ame Day did our Savi- 
our Jefus Chrift rife a- 
gain from the Dead. 
For they crucified him 
the Day before Satur- 
day: and (p) on the Day 
after Saturday, which is 
“ Sunday, when he had 
“* appear'd. to his Apoftles 
“$ and Difciples, he taught 
“* them thefe things which 
** we alfo have recommen- 
** dedto your Con/ider ation. 
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(p) Thefe laft Words of Fuftin are exceeding Remarkable, 
and in the higheft Degree worthy of our Regard : viz. That 
the foregoing Account of the Chriftian Worfhip, Baptifm, 


and 
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and the Eucharift, which Zaftin had been recommending to 
the Confideration of the Emperors and Senate of Rome, and. 
which, as we have feen, is all along contained moft exaétly 
in the Apoftolical Conftitutions, and but litrle of it is fo much 
as mention’d in the known Books of the New Teftament, de- 
clares what was not deriv’d from human, no not from meer 
Apoftolical Appointment; but was taught by Felus Christ him- 
felf: and that not before, but after his Refurreéion: in the moft 
furprizing Agreement with the whole Purport of thofe Con- 
ftitutions ; which profefs to be deriv’d by the Apoftles from 
Chrift, in the fame Manner, and at the fame Time alfo. 
{ V.7,;19. See Matth.” XXVI. 18, 19, 20. Acts I. 3. } 
¥ add, that what 7uftin here fays, is alfo confirm’d by a pa- 
rallel Place in Tertu/iian; and that in Words very agreeable 
to thefe before us: Chrift, fays Tertullian, Apologet. p. 22. 
continued with fome of his Difciples in Galilee, a Region of Judza; 
forty days, Teaching them what they were to teach others. After 
which, when he had Ordained them to the Office of Preaching 
through the World, he was taken up to Heaven ina Cloud. And 
St. Cyprian has almoft the fame Words, De Idol. Vanit.’ Nor 
will it be improper to add here fome more Teftimonies to 
the fame purpofe. The firft fhall confirm the Sacred Autho- 
rity of the Baptifmal Renunciation and Profeffion; which are 
omitted in Fuftin’s brief Account, tho’ indifputable in all other 
Antiquity ; and that in Confirmation of the Conftitution 
Form alfo. For thefe are Tertullians Words : That no one 
may think, that what I fay is only by way of Inference or Human 
Reafoning, I will have recourfe to the PRINCIPAL AUTHORITY, 
which is that of our Sealing in Baptifm ; When we are entred the 
Water, and do profefS our Chriftian Faith, in Legis fue Verba, 
in the Words of the Chriftian Law, we openly declare with our 
own Mouth, That we Renounce the Devil, and his Pomp, and his 
Angels, De Spe&. §.4. Whence it appears plain, That thar 
Baptifmal Renunciation and Creed, even forthe main as now 
in the Conftitutions , which yet is no-where in the known 
Books of the New Teftament, was then. the PRINCIPAL AU- 
THORTry among Chriftians, and look’d upon to be the very 
Words of the Chriftian Law it felf : and elfewhere, {peaking of 
the fame Baptifmal Creed or Profeffion, which He thrice fets 
down as the Rule of Truth or Faith, and all in Agreement with 
that in the Conftitutions; We readily, fays he, fhew our Pre- 
{cription to the Corrupters of our Religion; that Rule of Truth 
which came from Chrift 5 and has been tran{mitted down by bis 
Companions. Apolog. §.47. And again, This Rule, as fhall be 
proved, was Inftituted by Christ, De Pref{cript. §.14. And again, 
! | in 
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in the fatne Book, §.37. If we walk according’ to that Rule 
fof Faith which the Church has deliver’d from the Apoftles, the 
Apoftles from Christ, and Christ from God. And im another 
Place more generally, We are not at liberty to introduce any 
Praétice according as we pleafe, nor to, choofe what any one 
elfe has intrdduc’d as he pleas'd. We have the Apoftles of 
the Lord for our Authors; who did not themfelves choofe 
or introduce any thing as they pleasd; but faithfully deli- 
ver'd that Difcipline to the Nations which they receiv'd from 
Chrift. [Note, The Words to the Nations or Gentiles 5 for to 
them are our Conftiturions Addrefs’d, Praf. | De Prafcript. §.6. 
And elfewhere: In the firft Place ¢ lay down this; . That 
there was One certain Rule appointed by Chrift, which the 
Nations (N.B.] are bound to believe; and are therefore to 
fearch for, that when they have found it, they may believe it. 
Now of one certain Rule, the Inquiry cannot be infinite, 
Thou mutt feek till chow haft found; and muft believe after 
thou haft found. Nor haft thou any thing to do farther, but 
to keep what thou haft believed ; while thou withal believeft 
this, that thou art not oblig’d to believe any thing elfe; and by 
confequence to feek for nothing elfe, when once thou haft 
found and believed what was appointed by him; fince He 
does not command thee to feek for any thing elfe, but for 
what He has appointed. De Prejcript. §. 9. and afterwards, 
Here we take the Rife of our Prefcription; That if the Lord: 
Jefus Chrift fent any to Preach, we are not to receive any 
Preachers befides thofe whom Chrift appointed : Since Mo one 
knows the Father but the Son; and he to whom the Son reveals 
him, Luk. X. 22. Nor does the Son feem to have reveal’d 
| his Dottrine} to any Others, but to thofe Apoftles whom 
fie fent to Preach; and certainly to Preach that which he had 
reveal'd to them. But then, what it was they Preached ; i.e. 
what Chrift reveal'd to them, »I fhall here undertake to fhew, 
that it ought not otherwife to be now fought for, than from 
thofe very Churches which the Apoftles themfelves founded ; 
and from their Preaching to them, both by Word of Mouth, as 
we fay, and afterward by their Apiftles. (Note, the Gofpels 
are here omitted by Tertullian , as not at all conraining what 
was then called the Preaching of the Apoftles, Conftitur.VI.1 ed 
If this be fo, it is chence certain, rhat every Doétrine whic 
agrees with the Mother-Churches, the Origins of our Faith, 
is to be efteemed True; becaufe they, without queftion, do 
retain thar Doétrine which the Churches received from the 
Apoftles; the Apoftles from Chrift; and Chrift from God ; 
And that every Doétrine is before-hand to be efteem’d utterly 
falfe, which is oppofite to that Truth of the Churches, mo 
0 
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of the Apoftles, and of Chrift, and of God, g'c. §: 3%. And 
again, We walk in that Rule which the Church deliver’d from 
the Apoftles; the Apoftles from Chrift, and Chrift from God. 
§.37. Thus alfo St.Qprian; [ Epift. ad Cecil.| Alctho’ f 
know, fays He, that a great Part of the Bifhops, who by Di- 
vine Favour are fet over the Churches of the Lord, do retain 
the Rule of Evielical Truth, and of the Tradition of the Lords 
Nor do regard any human and novel Inftitution, but keep clofe 
to what Chrift both commanded and practiced ; Yer becaufe 
there are forme who, either out of Ignorance, or Simplicity; 
in the Confecration of the Cup of the Lord, and Diftribution 
of ir to the Laity, do not do what Jefus Chrift, our God and 
Lord, the Author and Teacher of this Sacrifice, did and taught, 
fi.e. mixing Witie wich Water ;| I thought it would be bue 
a piece of Religion, and neceffary for me to write this Lercer 
to you, about that Matter ; that foin cafe any one be ftill en- 
tangied in that Error, he may perceive the Truth, and may 
return to the Root and Origin of the Lord's Tradition, &cs 
[largely and fully : See the whole Epiftle., He has alfo many 
other remarkable Paffages elfewhere to the fame purpofe ; 
and that in the Cafe of thofe Rules which are only in rhe 
Conftitutions, as well as thofe that are alfo in the New Tefla- 
ment. | Nay, Polycrates; Bithop of Epbefus, One much older 
than Cyprian, or even Tertuliian, [| Eufeb. H. Es V.24.) when 
he fpeaks of that firff Traditionary Rule for the Obfervation 
of Eaffer, which was in Epiphanius’s Copy of the Apoftolical 
Conftitutions, but is not ac all in the known Books of the 
New Teftament, calls Obedience to that Rule, Objerving Eafter 
according to the Gofpel, without any Tran/greffion : and Following 
the Rule of Faith: and an Inftance of Obedience to God rather, 
than to Men. 


N. B. That we may fee, that the earlier we 
go in Antiquity, the more exactly were the 
Rules, and the very Language of the Conftiru- 
tions obfervd, even by an Apoftle, anda Dif- 
ciple of the Apoftles; I fhall here produce a 
moft excellent Paffage out of the fame Contti- 
tutions, and confirm its being genuine from both 
thofe Authorities. The Words are thefe, II. 20. 
© Do thou (eek for that which is loft; that is, do not 
“ fuffer chat which defponds of its Salvation, by 


“© reafon of the Multitude of its Offences, ucter- 
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ly to perifh. Bring it back by Admonition ; 
Exhort it to be watchful, and infinuate Hope ; 
Not permitting it to fay that which was faid 
by fome, Our Impieties are upon us, and awe pine 
away in them; How {hall we thelive ? Ezek. 
*“* XXXIIL to. As far as poflible @herefore, let 
the Bifhop make the Offence his own; and 
fay tothe Sinner ; Do thou but return, and I 
will undertake to fuffer Death for thee ; as 
our Lord fuffered: Death for me, and for all 
Men, oc.” How exa@ly this Exhortation 
was comply’d with by St. Fobn himfelf, we have 
a fatnous Example in Eufebius, from Clement of 
Alexandria, and {till extant in them both: I 
mean in the Cafe of a new Convert to Chriftia- 
nity, who was afterward unhappily feduced by 
evil Company, and became the Captain of a 
Band of Robbers, and was yet in a furprizing 
Manner recoverd again by St. fobs. The 
whole Hiftory coming from fo authentick and 
fo ancient an Author as Clement highly deferves 
the perufal of all ; and efpecially with regard to 
the great Exadtnefs there. is between the Apo- 
fiolical Rule or Exhortation in the Conftituti- 
onsy-and the Apoftolical Praéice by St. ‘Fob. 
But what I defire may be moft of all -remark’d, 
are, the Lait Words of the Rule, as here fer 
down ; and the particular Language of St. Fob 
according tothem: As far as poffible therefore, {ay 
the Contticutions, Jet the Bifhop make the Offence 
his own, and fay to the Sinner ; Do thou but return, 
and I will undertake to [uffer Death for thee ; as our 
Lord fuffered Death for me, and for all Men. And, 
fays St. Fobn to the Thief; I will give an account 
to Chrift for thee. If there be occafion, I will willingly 
fuffer that Death which belongs to thee ; as the Lord 


fuffered Death for us, Iwill give my Soul a Ranfom 
: for 


c¢ 


bee) 
for thee. Nor is the Sacrednefs of this Lancuage 
an the Conftitutions a little confirm’d by an A- 
poftolical Perfon alfo, Ignatius, Bithop of Anti- 
och, who fo often in his Larger or Genuine Epi- 
ftles, and fometimes in the Smaller alfo, ufes the 
like Phrafe eva unoy e790, My Soul be a Ranfom for 
theirs who obferve the Laws of the Gofpel: and this 


efpecially as to fuch Laws as are almoft peculiar ; 


to the Conftitutions. 


N. B. If any wonder that I here take it for 
granted that the Larger are evidently the Genu- 
ine Epiftles of Ignatius ; while they may imagine 
that the Learned are yet of another Mind; [| 
fhall venture, by way of Reply, to foretell, that 
as to the really Learned and Judicious, when 
they once take courage to examine, and {peak 
their Mind freely in that Matter, they will for 
certain reject the Smaller, and receive the Larger 
Copy of thofe Epiftles: And to confirm that 
Predidion, I fhall give an Example in no lefs a 
Critick than Dr. Bentley himfelf; who in his re- 
markable Sermon upon Popery, Nov.the sth. laff, 
preach’d before the Univerfity of Cambridge, and 
fince printed, has already openly confefs’d thofe 
Larger Epiftles to be Genuine, by citing one of 
them as St. Ignatins’s own Epiftle, in shefe Words. 
€ So that Ignuativs,where he Paraphrafes our Text, 
€ calls them [ thofe Corrupters of the Word of God for 
f filthy Lucre,| Xesturoes:, in an elegant Compound ; 
* Xerctucroest, fays He, mv adry yammasu ovles, rgb rev 
© lnoty wwasyles’ Traffickers and Traders in the Gofpel, 
* Sellers of Chriff. [Ep. ad Magnef. §.9. Vid. ad 
Trail. §. 6.] And Note, thar the Smaller Epiftles 
have nothing like thefe Words, but the Larger 
have them verbatim. This Citation is the more 
confiderable, becaufe, as I have been inform’d, 
Dr, Beatley fome time fince did examine that 
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Matter, and upon fuch Examination clearly pre- 
ferr'd the Larger Epiftles: And becaufe when 
He allows them, He cannot be infenfible of the 
va{t Confequences of fuch a Conceflion; which 
are no other than the giving up to ine all that I 
infift on; namely, that the Do@rines of late 
ftiled Arian, which are certainly thofe of the 
Larger Epiftles of Ignatius, are the Original Do- 
élrines of Chriftianity ; and that the Conftitutions 
of the Apoftles, whence thofe Epiftles are main- 
ly taken, are in general really Genuine and AA po- 
fiolical. Thefe are the natural Confequences of 
chis eminent Conceflion of Dr. Bentley’s ; and if 
He does not own any part of my Information 
or Reafoning to be jaft, I and the Publick fhall 
have juft Caufe to expe& not only his Declaration, 
but his Rea/ons alfo to the contrary. 


N. B. But left any one fhould fill wonder 
that Books fo much conceal’d among Chri- 
itians, as moft certainly the Eight Books of 
the Apoftolical Conftitutions were for fome 
Centuries, fhould yet be really Genuine ; I will 
here produce a Teftimony from Origés againtt 
Celfus ; which plainly implies, chat there 
were fome fuch concealed Books among them. 
Celfus had asked this queftion; ‘ How fhall we 
" know fuch a God as is Incomprehenfible to 
* the Senfes ? Or, what is poffible to be learned 
** without Senfation 2” Origen replies in thefe 
Words ; ‘ It # written, not in the concealed Books, 
* and [uch as are read but by a few, and thofe among 
** the Inquifitive only, but in the more Publick ones 
© that, The Invifible things of God are feen ; being 
“vader ftood from theCreation of theWorld, by the things 
** that were made.” Which fuppofes he could have 
quoted fuch concealed Books, which were thea 
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among the Chriftians againft Ce//ws in this Point, 
if he had thought it proper fo to do: Which 
Character can hardly belong to any but to thefe 
Eight Books of the Conffitutions ; or perhaps 
tothe Recognitions alfo ; and does exactly agree 
with them. — . 

N.B. And now, after all, if it be ftill won- 
dred at, that there fhould be any conceal’d au- 
thentick Rule of Truth or Faith, any Secret 
Conftitutions in the Church befides the Publick 
Books of the New Teftament, which could be 
«f equal Authority wich them ; nay, and fuch as 
eccording to which the particularTexts of the Old 
ind New Teftament were frequently to: be them- 
elves underftood, and Herefies prevented in the 
Church, I defire that the Inquifitive Reader will 
mpartially perufe thefe following Paflages of 
arly Chriftian Antiquity, among a much greater 
Number which might be produc’d upon this 
Yecafion; and then honeftly declare, whether 
hey do not fully prove what I have fo long af- 
erted about this Matter. 


Firft let us hear Ireneus: He that preferves in 't¢- ht. 
imfelf, (ays He, the immoveable Rule of Faith, ® 4* 


which he has receiv’d by Baptifm,will underitand 
te meaning of the Names and Phrafes, and Pa- 
tbles [in Scripture: ] and will not embrace this 
lafphemous Hypothefis [ of the Valentinians. | 
[What that Rule of Faich was, fee my Scheme of 


ti Ancient Creeds.| We may then, all of us that Iren.Il.3, 


a> defirous to fee the Truth, in every Church 
dcover the Tradition of the Apoftles, which is 
mde manifeft over all the World. And we are 
ab to enumerate thofe who were Ordained 


Biops in the Churches, by the Apoftles; and See Con- 
wh have been their Succeffors down to our ftitut.VIL. 


Ties ; who never taught nor knew fuch Do. 4° 
| ctrines 


¥bid. 
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cirines as thefe Men are fo mad as to introduce: 
For if the Apoftles had known any concealed My- 
freries, which they taught thofe that were per- 
fect, feparately and privately from the reft; to 
be {ure they would in the firft place have deli- 
vet'd them to thefe Bifhops, to whom they commit. 
ted the Churches themfelves. For they were defi- 
rous that thefe might be-perfe@, and unreprove- 
able in all things whom they left for their Suc- 
ceffors, and to whom they delegated their ow2 
Authority. Upon whofe careful Managemert 
great Advantage would arife ; and upon whof 
Failure would come the moft deplorablé Mit 
chiefs, @c.—~ When therefore the Bleffed Apo. 
ftles [ Peter and Paul] firft founded, and after 
ward fettled this Church [of Rome, | they intruft 
ed the Epifcopal Adminiftration to Liaus.— 
After him Clement was conttituted Bifhop in th 
third place from’ the Apoftles, who both faw th 
Bleffed Apoftles, and Converfed with them, an. 
had ftill the Preaching of the Apoftles founding i: 
his Ears, and before his Eyes. And not He ¢ 
lone; for there were till chen many remainirc 
who had been taught by the Apoftles, cc. - 
By this regular Order, and by this Succeffia 
[of Bithops, | both the Tradition deriv’d from te 
Apoftles in the Church, and the Preaching of'se 
Truth, has been convey’d to us. 

Seeing therefore thefe Demonftrations areo 
convincing, we ought not to feek for the Tr:h 
elfewhere, which it is eafy to have from ie 
Church: Since the Apoftles have moft coi- 
oufly laid up therein, as in a rich Treafuryall 
the True Doétrines of the Gofpel; that fo ze- 
ry one that pleafes might take thence the Dnk 
of Life. For ‘tis the Church that is the Entmce 
into Life ; and all the reft are Taieves hel 
ers. 


se 


bers. For which Reafon we are oblie’d to avoid 
them ; but wich the utmoft Zeal to embrace 
what is in the Church ; and to lay hold on the 
Tradition of the Truth. For give me leave to fup- 
pofe, that fome Perfons fhould have Difputes a- 
bout any Queftion of leffer Confequence ; would 
it not be their Duty to have recourfe to the moft 
ancient. Churches, wherein the Apoftles con- 
verfed;- and from them to draw their certain 
Determination of that Queftion ? Nay farther, 
Suppofe that the Apoftles had not left us the 
Scriptures; fhould we not be oblig’d to follow 
that Rule of Tradition which they deliver'’d to thofe 
to whom they committed the Churches 2?) Which 
Rule is affented to by many Nations of Barbari- 
ans that Believe in Chrift » Having Salvation 
written by the Spirit in their Hearts, without 
Paper and Ink; and preferving diligently the 
Ancient Tradition : — Since therefore fuch is that 
Tradition deriv’d from the Apoftles, which is in 
the Church, and is ftill preferv’d among us, let 
us return to that Sort of Demonftration which 
is taken from the Scriptures, ¢c. 

Wherefore it is our Duty to be obedient to 
thofe Presbyters who are in the Church; thofe 
1 mean who are deriv’d by Succeffion from the 
Apoftles; as we have demonftrated : Who have 
receiv d, together with their Epifcopacy, the cer- 
cain Gift | yee | of the Truth, according to 
the Father's good Pleafure. It is alfo our Duty 
to have a watchful Eye upon the reft, who de- 
part from that Original Succeffion, and have their 
Affemblies any-where elfe, as Hereticks, of dan- 
gerous Opinions; or as Schi/maticks puff’d up 
with Pride, and a fond Opinion of themfelves ; 
or, laftly, as Hypocrites, who feparate for Gain, or 
Vain-glory. All thefe have fallen from the Truth. 
Now 
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Now where any one may find fuch [ good 
Presbyters or Bifhops,] Pas! informs us, when 
He favs, God bas fet in the Church firft Apoftles, [e~ 
condly Prophets, thirdly Teachers. Where then thefe 
Gifts [ xtelouare | of the Lord are found, there 
‘is our Duty to learn the Truth; among whom 
is that Ecclefiaftical Succeffion which w deriv'd from 
the Apoftles ; and where there is a found and un: 
blamable Converfation, with fincere and uncor- 
rupt Doétrines. For thefe are they who preferve 
our Belief in One God, who made All things ; 
and improve our Love to the Son of God, who 
has undertaken fo important a Difpenfation on 
our account ; and thefe Expound the Seriptures 
to us without peril. 

After this every Part of our Dodétrines will be 
clear to him, in cafe he will diligently read the 
Scriprire with their Affiftance, who are Presby- 
ters in the Church; and among whom is the 
Apoftolical Doétrine; as we have demonftrated. 

The True yan | or Compleat Knowledge of 
a perfeé& Chriftian, | is the Doétrine of the Apoftles, 
and the Original Settlement of the Church through- 
out all the World; and the Form of the Body of 
Chrift, according to the Succeffion of Bifhops ; to 
whom they Committed the Church in every Place : the 
compleat Syftem of which Knowledge has beer 
preferv'd, and is come down to us, without any 
forging of Scriptures : admitting neither of Ad- 
dition or Diminution: where the True Reading 
is retain'd without Falfification; and there is an’ 
authentick and careful Expofition ‘according’ to 
the true Text ; without Peril, and without Blaf- 

hemy. Let us next hear Clement of Alexandria. 

The Pedagogue, {ays He, has gone over thefeé 
few’Texts of the Holy Scriptures themfelves, out of 
many, for a Specimen ; and recommends sa ft 
his 
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his Children ; by which, if I may fay fo much; 
Wickednefs is entirely cut down, and taken a- 
way. But there are a vaft Number of Inftructi- 
ons which belong to particular Perfons, which 
are written in the Holy Books ; fome concerning 
Presbyters, others concerning Bifhops, others 
Deacotis, and others Widows; which I fhall 
take another Time to difcourfe upon. There 
are other Inftruétions alfo, which chofe that 
perufe them may be improved by, and which 
are many of them included under an A‘nigma- 
tical, and many under a Parabolical way of Dif- 
courfe. But ’tis not, fays the Pédagogue, my Bu- 
finefs to explain thefe any farther. We want 2 
Teacher to Explain to us thofe Sacred Inftructi- 
ons; to whom we muft have recourfe. [ This 
Account does not fully agree to any Sacred Books, 
but to the Conttitutions; there being no Pre. 
cepts in the known Books of the New Tefta- 
ment peculiar to Bifhops, as diftin& from Pref- 
byters; as there are in the Conftirutions; and 
no fall Pare of the other Inftructions in thefe 
Three Books of Clement’s Pedagogue being in 
the Conftitutions, bue not in the known Books 
of the New Teftament. | | 

This fort of Improvement is Twofold; the 
one without writing, the other by writing. 

But he that has che Eye of his Mind darkned 
with a bad Education, and falfe Do@rine, let 
him go co his proper Light; to that Truth which 
declares in Writing the unwritten Myfteries. 

When I had met with my laft Mafter, { Pax- 
tzemis | ( who yet was the firft. in Authoricy,) I 
acquiefced upon finding this’ Egyptian in Retire: 
‘ment; who was really a Sicilian Bee, that ga- 
thered cogether the Flowers from the Prophetick 
and Apoftolick Meadow, and infpired into the 
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Minds of his Hearers a certain fincere Mdyftical 
Knowledge. 

Now thefe Mafters preferved the True Tradi- 
tion of the Bleffed Doérine [of Chrift,] as ha- 
ving deriv’d it down, like asa Son. does from his 
Father, from the Holy Apoftles, Peter, Fames, 
Fobn, and Paul; ( tho’ few Sons are like their 
Fathers.) Now thefe Seeds that came from our 
Forefathers, and from the Apoftles, have been 
deriv’d downto us. And Iam very fenfible that 
thefe Mafters will rejoice; I don’c mean at the 
Expofition of thefe Precepts, but at the Obfer- 
vation of them, according to their real Intention. 
For this Defcription of them is, I fuppofe, the 
Bufinefs of a Soul that defires to Obferve the 
Bleffed Tradition, without Tergiverfation, --—— 
Our Lord permitted thofe who were capable of 
them to partake of thefe Divine Myfteries, and 
of that Holy Light: And then he did zot reveal 
that to many, which was not proper for many, but 
to thofe fex whom he knew to be difpofed for 
it, and who were able both to receive it, and to 
frame themfelves accordingly. But for the Se- 
cret Myfteries, as God himfelf, they are believed 
from verbal, and not from written Inftru@tions. 
Vet if any alledge chat ‘tis written, There % no- 
thing fecret but what hall be made manifeft, and no- 
thing covered, but what fhall be reveal'd, Let him 
hear what we fay: That to him who hears in 
fecret, what was fecret, fhall be manifefted, by 
this Oracle which divinely difclofes it ; and to 
him that is capable of receiving the Traditions in 
a covert manner, what is covered fhall be re- 
vealed, asthe Truth ; and what is conceal’d as 
to the many, fhall be made manifeft to the few. 
For wherefore is it, thar all do not know the 
Truth 2? and wherefore is it, that Righteoufnefs 
is 
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isnot beloved, if Righreoufnefs belong to all? 
Now the Myfteries are delivered in a Myttical 
way ; that He that fpeaks may have in his 
Mouth what to fay; or rather not in his Words, 
but in his Mind, cc. . 

This grave and pure Converfation difcovering 
our Love to Mankind, according to Clement, {feeks 
the Common Good; whether it bears Witnefs 
asa Martyr; or whether it inftructs by Deeds, 
or by Words ; and by Words in a double Accep- 
tation ; as it includes both the Unwritten and the 
Written Dottrine. 

For which Reafon our Inftitution is called 
Wamination, which makes manifeft what was con- 
ceal’d; while a Mafter alone takes away the Co- 

vering which lay over the Ark. 

We dare immediately affirm, (for this is the 
Faith of the true Gnoftick,) thae fuch an one 
knows all things, and comprehends all things, 
with a firm Apprehenfion, even fuch as belong 
to what is too hard for us ; and which indeed 
are peculiar to a true Gnoftick: Such as were 
Fames, Peter, fobn, and Paul, and the reft of the 
Apottles ; And elfewhere. 

Peter, fames and Fobn, did not, after our Savie 
our’s Refurre&ion,as more honour’d by the Lord, 
pretend to the fuperior Dignity ; but chofe Fames 
theJuft, Bifhop of Ferufalem: And afterward, The 
Lord, fays be, after his Refurrection, imparted the 
swoow, Myftical Knowledge to fames the Jutt, to 
ohn, and Peter; and thefe Delivered it to the 
reft of the Apoftles; and thofe Apottles to the 
Seventy ; of which Number Barnabas was one. 

N.B. Thefe four Apoftles here, and a little 
above, particularly named by Clement, as having 
the waos, or Myftical Knowledge Originally 
delivered to them, and as ic feems the Com- 
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miffion to thake Bithops alfo in a peculiar man- 
ner, are thofe very Apottles which are princi- 
pally mention’d as concern’d in the Confi- 
tutions ; and by whom alone , wich Peter’s 
and Pual’s Companions, Mark and Luke; all the 
Apoftolical Bifhops there enumerated were made, 
Vo'Iv.c. as] have elfewhere obferv’d; which feems to 
3. p.-3¢. me highly remarkable, 
P. 676. The Scripture fays, 42 things ave right to thofe 
that underftand ; i.e, to thofe who receive and 
preferve rhat Expofition of the Scriptures which 
is made manifeft by him, [Chri#, ] according to 
the Ecclefaftical Rule. Now the Ecclefiaftica] 
Rule is the Confpiration and Confent of the 


See Con{ti- 
tuc. VII. 
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tue 15. Law and of che Prophers, with thar Covenant 
which was deliver’d at ‘the Advent of our 
Lord 
ibid, p. Moreover, I/aias the Prophet 4s commanded 
676 


to take a New Book, and write fome things in it 
or the Holy AL ftical Knowledge, The Spirit fore- 
telling: thereby, thar ir was to be difcover’d by 
an Expofition of the Scriptures, which was af- 
terward to be made, and was at that time wnwrit- 
ten 3 becaufe it was not then known © for it was 
from the beginning communicated only to thofe 
that had underftanding + Our Saviour teaching 
it to the Apofttles ;: whereby that Unwritten Tra- 
dition of the Written Doétrine has heen deriv'd 
down ftill even to us, which is written upon 
new Hearts, by the Power of God, according to 
that New Book. [See much more of this Nature 
towards the End of Clement’s Seventh Book. | 


Now hear Tertullian. , 


Fercull.de “The Vindication of our Opinion [for the Veil- 
voend. 298 Of Virgins, | /ays de, confifts in the Arguments 
£16, fom Scripture, from Nature, and from our Difci- 


plige. The Scvipruxe makes the Law; Nature 


con- 
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confirms it, and our Di/cipline enjoins it. To 
which of thefe Arguments can the long Preva- 
lence of the contrary Opinion be compar’d? or 
what Colour is there for it ? “The Scripture is of 
God ; Nature is of God ; our Difcipline is of God. 
Whatever is contrary tothem, is not of God. If 
the Scripture be uncertain, Natare is plain ; and 
its Teftimony muft needs render the Scripture far 
from uncertain. If there be any doubt as to Na- 
ture, our Difcipline fhews what is moft agreeable 
to God's Will. 

But they [the Hereticks] difcourfe about the 
Scriptures; and perfuade Chriftians out of the 
Scriptures. And can they difcourfe about Points 
of Faith from other Topicks, better chan from 
the Writings of Faith ? Now we are come to what 
we defire. For this is what J aimed at, and did 
premife in the Preface to this Addrefs; chac I 
would begin the Controverfy from this Point, 
which the Adverfaries appeal to. They produce 
the Scripturesin their defence: and by fuch a 
bold Stroke of theirs influence fome People: 
and fo in the very beginning of the difpute 
weary the ftrong ; catch rhe weak; and fend 
thofe between both away with Scruples in their 
Minds. We therefore principally Oppofe this 
their firft Attempt, and plead that they are not 
to be admitred to any Difputation out of the 
Scriptures. Af their main Strength lies here; In 
order to enquire after this Claim, we ought to 
confider who has a Right to the Scriptures ? that 
he that has no manner-of Plea for it, may not 
be admitted to make ufe of them, cc, 


We muft not therefore Appeal to the Scrip- 
tures; nor are the Merits of the Caufe ro be 
laid on them; «wherein there is either no Affu- 
eg | rance, 
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rance, or Hope, at leaft no great Probability of 
Vidory. For altho’ the Collation of the Scri- 
ptures fhould be to our Advantage, Order re- 
quires that the other point be firft propofed ; 
which we are now only to debate, 7.e. to whom 
the Faith does belong. Whofe are the Scriptures? 
From whom, and by whom, and when, and to 
whom was that Difcipline deliver’d, by which 
Men become Chriftians? For when it fhall once 
appear where the Truth is both of the Chriftian 
Difcipline, and Chriftian Faith, there will alfo be 
the Truth of the Scriptures, and of their Expofitions, 
and of all the Cdriftian Traditions. 

But if any of the Herefies are fo hardy as to 
pretend to the Apoftolick Age, that fo they may 
feem to have been deliver'd by the Apoftles ; 
becaufe they were in being in their time; we 
may reply; Let them fet forth the Originals of 
their Churches: Let them lay open ‘the Series of 
their Bifhops; and fhew, that it has been deriv’d 
down by regular Succeflions from the begin- 
ning; {that their fj? Bifhop had either one of 
the Apoftles, or fome Apoftolical Man, who all along 
continued a Companion of the Apoftles, for his 
Author and Predeceffor. For according to this Rule, 
the Apo/ftolical Churches give in the Catalogues of 
their Bifhops. Thus does the Church of Smyrna 
inform us, that Polycarp was there placed by Foba: 
as does the Church of Rome inform us,. that Cle- 
ment was Ordained by Peter : juft as the reft of 
them do give us an account of thofe that were 
Conttituted Bifhops by the Apoftles, and de- 
riv’d their Do&rine from the Apoftles. [Com- 
pare with this and the like Accounts the Origi- 
nal Catalogue of the Apoftolical Bifhops, to 
whom the Churches and Conftitutions were 
committed in thofe Conftitutions, VII. 46. and 
Can. 85.} ; We 
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We determine that the Hereticks are not to 
be admitted to make their Appeal to the Scrip. 
tures; fince without the Scriptures we prove them 
to have no Right to the Scriptures. 

Nor is there any Danger:in faying that the 
Scriptures themfelves are fo ordered by the Will of 
God, that they may afford Matter for the Here- 
ticks; while I read, that There must be Herefies: 
which could not be without the Scriptures. 

By what Authority, I pray, [ Marcion,| do you 
do fo? If you be a Prophet, Foretell fomewhat: 
If an Apoftle, Preach publickly : If an Apofto- 
lical Perfon, Agree with the Sentiments of the 
Apoftles: If you be meerly a Chriftian, Believe 
what comes down by Tradition, If you be none of 
thefe, I may well fay, Go and Dye: for you are 
in effet Dead already, by being no Chriftian ; 
or not believing that, the Belief of which makes 
Men Chriftians. 

Take away from the Hereticks what is com- 
mon to them with the Heathens; I mean the 


confining their Difputes to the Scriptures alone ; ” 


and they cannot ftand. Let us now hear 
St. Cyprian. 

This Thing the Priefts of God, out of regard 
to the Divine Precepts ought to do at this time ; 
that in cafe there be a Doubt or Difpute about 
any Point, we return to the Dominical and 
Evangelical Original, and to the Apoffolical Tra- 
dition 3 and that we thence draw the Rule for 
what we do, whence its Appointment and Ori- 
ginal is deriv’d, ve. 

[There are a great Number of the like remark- 
able Paflages in St, Cyprian, too long io be here 
fer down. | 


Now, laftly,. lee us hear Origen, 


Whereas 
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Whereas there are many who think they un- 
derftand Chriftianity well enough; and fome of 
them are of different Sentiments from others ; 
while the Ecclefiaftical Preaching, having been de- 
liver’d down by Order of Succeflion from the 
Apoftles, does remain in the Churches till this 
day, That is alone to be taken for Truth, which 
in no Point differs from the EcclefiaStical Tradi- 
tion. Now the feveral Do&rines which are ma- 
nifeftly deliver’d by the Apofolical Preaching, are 
thefe, dc. —— Now in this Point ‘tis not mani- 
feft whether the Holy Ghoft was Begotten, or not 
Begotten: Such Points are to be Enquired after, 
as well as we are able cherefore from the Holy 
Scripture ; and to be fearch’d out by an inquifi- 
tive Sagacity. 

There is no Difcourfe fufficiently plain upon 
thefe Subjedts in the Ecclefiaftical Preaching. 

And to conclude, it alfo appears that the 
Scriptures were written by che Holy Spirit, dc. 
[largely and fully ; and fo in Pamphilus’s Apo- 
logy for Origen; where this famous Account is 
repeated and explain’d. j 


And now; Good Reader, Give me leave to 
produce fome Paflages, even out of the known 
Books of the New Teftament ; which plainly im- 
ply, that Chrift and his Apoftles deliver’d: not 
a few Things, efpecially after his Refurrection; 
which do not appear in the four Gofpels ; nor 
indeed properly or entirely in the Epiftles them- 
felves; but which are fully deliverd in the Apo- 
frolical Conftitutions. 

Thus the Doxology to the Lord’s: Prayer is want- 
ing in the oldeft Copies and Verfions of St. Adat- 
thew: and fo is plainly derivd from the Apo- 


SeeConfti- folical Conftitutions ; where, and where only 


in’ the firft Ages chat Doxology is found. 
The 
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The Cafe is the fame as to the Amen, atthe 

Conclufion of that Doxology. 
_ The Fajtings mention’d by Chrift, as belong- 
ing to Chriftian People in thofe Days, when the 
Bridegroom {hould be taken from them, are no where 
appointed in the known Books of the New Te- 
ftament; but are appointed in the Conftitutions, 
and were ever obferv’d in the eldeft Ages. 

That Plainer Explication of the Chriftian Do- 
ctrine concerning God the Father, when the Dif 
ciples were to put up their Solemn Prayers to 
Him in the Name of Chrift, which our Lord pro- 
mifed to his Followers, juft before his Paffion, 
is no-where contain d in the known Books of the 
New Teftament; but is moft fully contain’d in 
the Conftitutions. 

What Expofitions of the Old Teftament Pro- 
phecies Chrift gave after his Refurre&tion, as he 
went along with the to Difciples to Emmaus, when 
Beginning at Mofes and at all the. Prophets, He Ex- 

ounded unto them in all the Scriptures the things cons 
cerning Himfelf, we no-where find in the known 
Books of the New Teftament. But we have 
not a few of thofe Prophefies fo Expounded in 
the Conftitutions ; with a fixed Rule there gi- 
ven for Expounding others of them in the fame 
manner; and thofe Expofitions were almoft 
univerfally agreed to in the firft Ages of the 
Church. 

What Directions and Rules Chrift gave for his 
Church when he was with them ar feveral times 
during the Forty days after his Refurre@tion, teach- 
ing them to obferve al things whatloever be command- 
ed them, and [peaking of the things that concerned the 
Kingdom of God, and this after he had all Power gi- 
wen him in Heaven and on Earth, are not diftine- 
ly fet down in the Scripture :>bur are in the 
E Contti- 
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hia i Conftitutions : which claim indeed to be that 

i very Syitem of Laws which was deliver’d by 
Him at that very time. | 

Rom. VI. That Form of Doctrine to which Chriftians were 
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Deliver'd in Baptifm ; or the Original Baptifmal 
Renunciation and Profeffion itfelf, the grand 
Foundation of Chriftianity, is no-where found 

¥ in the known Books of the New Teftament ; 
VIL41- but is moft fully and dire@ly in the Conftituti- 


ons. 
We have mention made by St. Paul, of Pfalms, 
Eph.V.19. and Hymns, and Spiritual Songs, to be ufed then 
. by Chriftians ; tho’ none of them in particular 
ee tih are fet down by him. But fuch we have at large 
Luk. 4, 22 the Conftitutions. : . 
Ads We have Occafional mention of -Catechizing, 
XVilLes. and the Catechizer, and the Catechumen, in the 
1Cor.XIV. known Books of the New Teftament; but no 
vi ae. Appointment of fuch an Order in the Church ; 
Se Cont. anid no Directions how that Office fhould be 
Lib. Vi, managed. But all this is fupplied in the Con- 
Vil. flitutions. 
t0.XVILE We have alfo Occafional mention of a Dea- 
See Coniti- dupa Mey SAUD nal sO IONE C ‘A odio at 
Tia C8 Be Poh hee bY St. Pau Selina nb gseipaliies any ccount Or the 
16,19... -Inftitution, Ordination, or particular Duty of 
v.17. fuch a Sacred Officer. All which is fupplied in 
the Conftitutions. And the fame may be faid 
as to the Holy Kiff ; Going to Law ; the Order of 
Yirgins and Widows; the Love-Feafts ; Elections 
and Ordinations of the Clergy, and many other 
Matters. 
; St, Paul Occafionally affures us, that the Lord 
14. himfelf had Ordained, that thofe who Preach the Gofpel, 
See Cont. thoyld Live of the Gofpel: which Ordination of 
HI. 25+ 35+ Chrift is no-where in the Gofpels; but isin the 
5. Conftitutions. 
He 
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He alfo more than once Occafionally menti- 
ons Traditions deliverd by himfelf, for the Re- 
gulation of Ecclefiaftical Affemblies and Affairs ; 
and that fometimes as different from. what he 
wrote in his Epi/fles ; but never profeffes to give 
us a compleat Account of thofe Traditions and 
Ordinances, which the Apoftolical Contticuri- 
ons do. Nor is ir other than highly werthy of our 
Obfervation, that whenever he, upon any occa- 
fion, mentions any of thofe Traditions or Ordi- 
nances, they always exactly agree wich chofe 
in our Conftitutions. 

He alfo does fometimes mention Cafes where 
He (ays He had no Commandment from the Lord : 
Which is always ftill, where there is no Law in 
our Conftitutions. | 

St. Peter exhorts the Presbyters, Not to Lord it 
over the Inferior Clergy, vv vaigov, in the Plural; 
as iinplying that there was more than one Rank 
of the Clergy below them ; according to the 
Conftitutions, and all che Primitive: Books of 
Chriftianity: of moft of whofe Inftitutions yet, 
the Scripture is filent. Nor is chat word xneG-, 
{ think, ever ufed for the Laity, or Body of the 
Church, as tis here now generally underitood, 
in any of the ancient Chriftian Writers whom- 
foever. 

St. Fobw mentions the Lord’s-Day, as an Holy- 
day, well known then by that Name among 
Chriftians: Whofe Inftirution is yet not im 
Scripture, but is alone deriv’d from the Confti- 
tutions. 

Laftly, The frequent and folemn Allufions to 
the Apoftolical Rites and Praé@iices belonging 
to Baptifm in the Epiftles ; fuch as Baptized unto 
the Death of Chrift: Buried with him by Baptifm : 
Baptized “ate f, 
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Chriftians, and Anointing them, and Sealing them: 
Putting on Chrift: Putting of the Old, and Putting 
on the New Man: The Do@rine of Baptifis, or 
Immerfions, in the Plural: The Laying on of Hands 
thereto belonging : Iduminated for Baptized: The 
Anfwer of a good Confcience in Baptifm: The 


’ Unétion from the Holy One: The Anointing 


which teaches all things: The New Name: The 
Defiled, and the White Garments: The Book of 


» Life: The Seal of the Living God; wherewith his 
* Servants were Sealed in their Forebeads, by an An- 


gel coming from the Eaft. Thefe and the like 
plain.and frequent Allufions are moft exa@ly 
agreeable, and a mighty Atteftation to the Form 
of Baptifm in the Conftitutions. [See my Pri- 
mitive Infant-Bapti{m Revived. And, as to thofe 
belonging to the Eucharift, fee Dr. Grade’s and 
my Notes upon ‘Fu/tin above. } 

So that upon the whole, I dare now appeal to 
thofe Learned and Impartial Readers who judge 
by Evidence and Teftimony ; and not by Con- 
jeCture and Inclination ; Whether ic be not Evi- 
dent that, for the main, thefe Aposfolical Consti- 
tutions give us @ full, a faichful, and authentick 
Account of the State of che Chriftian Religion, 
and of the Chriftian Churches, even as to Points 
no- where in particular deliver’d in the Scriptures ; 
not only as that State was in the Days of Cyprian 
and Or7gen ; not only as it was in the Days of Cle- 
ment Of Alexandria and Tertullian; not only as it 
was in the Days of Irenews-and Fuftin’ Martyr; 
but as it was in the Days of the Apoftles, and of 
their Companions themfelves: and Whether there 
be the leaft Sign that this Sacred Settlement was 
or could be Originally deriv’d from any one 
elfe, but from our Bleffed Saviour himfelf ; and 
that when he had receiv’d compleat Aaa 

a : oe see 
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from the Father after his Refurre@ion? and by 
Confequence, Whether there ever was or is any 
Power in the Church which can Abrogate thefe 
Laws of Chrift, and Ena& others in their ftead? 
Which has, alas! been no fmall Part of the Bu- 
finefs of thefe later Antichriftian Ages of the 
Church ! : 
N.B. Since the Year 1719 is now over, which 
in my Interpretation of the Prophecies was Pre- 
liminary to the next ; and the great Prophetick 
Year itfelf 1716, is. now begun; ir will not be 
improper here to obferve whether what was by 
me expected to be fulfilled in 1715, has fo far 
come to pafs, as to encourage our Hopes, that 
the main Things themfelves will come to pafs 
this Year 1716. And I think it has done fo very 
remarkably. For of the many Periods of Scrip- 
ture-Prophecy which, according to my Inter- 
pretation, are to end about this time, there is 
only one already paft, belonging dire@ly to this 
laft Year; I mean that of the Wilderne{-condi- 
tion, the entirely Obfcure and Perfecuted State 
of the Church. This had.its Epoche from the 
Death of Valentinian UI. March 18. A.D. 456. 
[Effay, p. 221. ] and fo ended within half a Year, 
under or over, March 18. 1715. Now this Pro- 
phecy Itake to have been eminently fulfilled at 
the Time appointed. For to fay nothing of the 
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late unexpected Fruftration of all Attempts for 
the revival of Perfecucion here at home, by New 
Laws, by Convocations, by Courts of Delegates, 
ec. which have all come to nothing ; or of the 
Connivance at even fome Revival of Primitive 
Chriftianiry it felf among us¥I take the Death of 
the King of France, the grand Patron and Support of 
Perfecuticn for Religion, Aug,21.this Year, within 
the moft rigorous Limits of the Period ; toge- 
gS : ther 
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ther with the fucceeding different Temper of the 
New Regent, the Advancement of the Cardinal 
de Noailles, the greater Freedom of the Reform- 
ed, and the Releafe of the Proteftants in the 
Gallies, &c. to be the principal Fulfilling of this 
famous Prophecy ; and a main Pledge or Secu- 
rity to us of the fudden Fulfilling of cthofe that 
remain. And chat we may the better depend on 
this Obfervation, it will deferve our Notice far- 
ther, what has happen’d to the Turks the laft 
Year, in exact Agreement with the fame Scheme 
of Prophecy; and it is this; That after their 
moft furprizing Indolence or Inactivity during 
the laft War here, when yet they feemed to have 
the beft Opportunity in the World for breaking 
with, and gaining Ground upon the Chriftians, 
which I formerly noted to be according to the 
fame Predictions, [Effzy, p. 187,191. | They 
upon the Jaft Peace have, in an openly Violent 
and unjuft Manner, broken with them, and 
fallen upon the Venetians. 

Now what I Remark here is this ; That as it 
was in the Cafe of the Three former Trumpets, 
the Goths, the Vandals, and the Huns, where they 
feverally had prodigious Succefs while they kept 
within the Bounds allotted to them in the Pro- 
phecy ; but were miferably beaten when they 
exceeded them ; [E/fay, p. 160 —165.] So has it 
been this laft Year with the Turks: Who have 
had ftrange and uncommon Succefs in the Mo- 
rea, a part of the Grecian Monarchy, which did 
not fo properly appertain to that of the Romans 
or Latins in the Apocalypfe, whom they were 
not to plague after the Peace of Carlowitz , 
[Effay, p. 187, r91.| But have been miferably 
beaten and deftroyed in Dalmatia, a Country be- 
longing all along to the Latins ; in exa& Accord 
with the fame Prophecy. [See E/fay,p.256--259. | 
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And farther I Remark, That the Uncommon 
Preparations of the Turks againtt the Cam- 
paign this Year, look as if they would now try 
their laft expiring Struggle, which feems to be 
the exact Time for ic in the Apocalypfe ; 
XI. 13,14. Where the Words are very remark- 
able; The fame Hour [with the Afcenfion of the 
Witneffes] there was a great Earthquake; and the 
tenth part of the City fell: and in the Earthquake overe 
flain Names of Men feven thoufand: and the remnant 
avere affrighted, and gave Glory to the God of Heaven. 
The fecond Wo | by the Turks] w paft: and bebold the 
third Wo cometh quickly : As tho’ that Wo were not 
entirely over till this grand Period & Earthquake, 
on or foon after 1716, were over alfo, If this be 
the meaning ofthe Prophecy, the Turks themfelves 
may have no {mall fhare in that Earthquake, or 
Concuflion of Affairs, which is to precede the 
Commencement of Chrift’s Kingdom ; at leaft 
fo far as the Greeks reached ; i.e. fo far as Sicily, 
the Foot of Italy to Naples, which. was called 
Magna Grecia, and the like Countries; and they 
may then probably be fo weakned therein, as to 
be incapable of being any longer a %, or Plague 
to any Chriftians whomfoever ; which per- 
haps may make way for the Reftoration of the 
‘Fews , and fo for the Advancement of Chrift’s 
Kingdom over the World, for all future Ages. 
The Event will foon determin whether thefe 
Conjectures are true; as moft certainly they are 
highly defirable to every good Chriftian; who 
ought to fay with St. Fobn, Apoc. XXII. 20, 
Even fo come Lord Fefus ! 
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